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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Commencing 9:00am 

Saturday 30 April 2022 

Magnifique Ballroom  
Sofitel Sydney Darling Harbour 

12 Darling Drive, Sydney 

AGENDA 

(1) Welcome to Country

(2) Opening and welcome by the President

(3) Notice of Meeting

(4) Minutes of Annual General Meeting held on 8 May 2021 (circulated herewith)

(5) Presentation by the Chief Executive Officer of the 2022 Annual Report, the Financial Statements
of the Committee and the Independent Auditor’s Report thereon (circulated herewith)

(6) Amendments to the AOC Constitution proposed by the AOC Executive

To consider and, if thought fit, amend the AOC Constitution as set out in the Explanatory Memorandum
(Attachment “A”) with such amendments to become effective from 30 April 2022.

Amendments to the Constitution require a special majority (a majority of not less than three-fourths
(75%) of the number of voting persons) and the approval of the IOC (as per clause 34.2 of the AOC
Constitution).

(7) President’s Address

(8) Address by Thomas Bach, President of the International Olympic Committee, Olympic
Champion, Fencing, Montreal 1976

(9) Address by the Chair of the Coordination Commission for the Games of the XXXV Olympiad,
Kirsty Coventry, Olympic Champion Swimming, Athens 2002, Beijing 2008.



   

 

 
(10) Award of the Cecil Healy Medallion 

 
The Cecil Healy Medallion is awarded to an Olympian who has displayed exceptional sportsmanship 
and exemplified the Olympic Values. The award is considered after each Olympic Games and only 
presented if an athlete has shown exceptional sportsmanship.  
 
The Medallion will be presented this year by IOC President Thomas Bach to Mr Cedric Dubler. The 
judges’ commentary on Mr Dubler’s entry is Attachment “B”. 

 
 

(11) Award of the Order of Merit 
The AOC may confer the Order of Merit on a person who in the opinion of the Executive has achieved 
remarkable merit in the sporting world, either through personal achievement or contribution to the 
development of sport. 
 
The Executive has conferred the Order of Merit on the following individuals: 
 
Dr David Hughes 
Craig McLatchey OAM 
 
The Order of Merit for Dr Helen Nugent AC awarded at the 2021 AGM will also be presented. 
 
The Awards will be presented by the AOC President. 
 
A commentary on each of the recipients is Attachment “C” 
 

(12) The Harry Gordon CMG AM Memorial Award for Olympic Journalism 

The Harry Gordon Memorial Award for Olympic Journalism is awarded in recognition of the 
distinguished career of Harry Gordon as war correspondent, newspaper editor and Olympic historian.  It 
is to be awarded following each Olympic and Olympic Winter Games for the best Olympic journalism by 
an Australian covering those Games.  The Award will be presented by the AOC President to Mr Chris 
Reason of Network 7.  The judges’ commentary on Mr Reason’s entry is Attachment “D”.   

(13) Election of office bearers and the remaining elected members of the Executive: 

Curricula vitae for each of the nominees are Attachment “E”. 

(a) President 
The following two nominations have been received for the position: 
 
Nominees     Nominated by 
Ian Chesterman AM    Snow Australia 
Mark Stockwell    Swimming Australia 
 
An exhaustive ballot will occur in accordance with the process outlined in Attachments “F”. 
 
 

(b) Vice Presidents (two positions) 
The following two nominations have been received for the two positions: 
 
Nominees     Nominated by 
Matt Allen AM    Australian Sailing 
Evelyn Halls     Australian Fencing Federation 
 
Voting will occur in accordance with the process outlined in Attachment “F”. 
 
 
 
 
 



   

 
 
 

(c) Elected Members of the Executive (seven positions) 
The following nine nominations have been received for the seven positions: 
 
Nominees     Nominated by 
The Hon Mark Arbib    Athletics Australia 
Alisa Camplin-Warner    Snow Australia 
Craig Carracher    Volleyball Australia 
Kitty Chiller     Modern Pentathlon Australia 
Michelle Cooper    Triathlon Australia 
Catherine Fettell    Shooting Australia 
Amy Jones     Badminton Australia 
Michael Murphy    Gymnastics Australia 
Elizabeth Scott OAM    Swimming Australia 
 
An exhaustive ballot will occur in accordance with the process outlined in Attachments “F” 
 

(14) General Business 

 
 

TODD DAY 
Secretary 
8 April 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Explanatory Memorandum 
1 / Changes to the AOC Constitution 
 
Clause Proposed change Reference/Explanation 
Definitions The Definition of “Olympians’ Clubs” is 

deleted. 
 
 

To reflect the merge of the state 
Olympians’ Clubs into a single 
national organisation. 

Definitions The definition of “Olympians’ Club of 
Australia” is retitled as “Australian 
Olympians’ Association” and the 
definition is deleted and replaced as 
follows: 
 
means the organisation interested in 
and associated with Olympians and the 
Olympic movement and recognised as 
such by the AOC Executive 
 
In addition, all references to Olympians’ 
Clubs, will be replaced with “Australian 
Olympians’ Association”. 
 

To reflect the merge of the state 
Olympians’ Clubs into a single 
national organisation. 

Definitions The definition of “Delegate” is amended 
as follows: 
 
means 
(a) a person duly elected or 
appointed by a Body; 
(b) in the case of the Athletes’ 
Commission, its Chair and Deputy Chair 
(c) in the case of the Australian 
Olympians’ Clubs Association, the 
person appointed by the Australian 
Olympians’ Association Club of 
Australia. 

To reflect the merge of the state 
Olympians’ Clubs into a single 
national organisation. 

Clause 6.18 Insert new clause 6.18: 
 
The Committee is a not-for-profit 
association. The assets and income of 
the Committee shall be applied solely in 
furtherance of its objects and as set out 
in this Constitution, and no portion shall 
be distributed directly or indirectly to the 
members of the Committee except as 
bona fide compensation for services 
rendered or expenses incurred on 
behalf of the Committee. 
 

Insert express not for profit clause 
in compliance with Taxation Ruling 
TR 2021/D6 

Clause 7.1(6) It is proposed that Clause 7.1(6) be 
amended as follows: 
 

To account for the insertion of the 
new clause 7.3 
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(6) the Recognised Organisations 
admitted to membership in accordance 
with clause 7.3 or 7.4; 

Clause 7.3  Insert new clause 7.3 
 
A Recognised Organisation will, 
subject to clause 32, be submitted 
and remain a member of the 
Committee upon it: 

(1) having been 
included in the 
sports program 
for the next Youth 
Olympic Games 
or the next Youth 
Olympic Winter 
Games or the 
next Regional 
Games and for 
which in the case 
of Regional 
Games, the AOC 
Executive has 
received and 
accepted an 
invitation from the 
relevant 
Continental 
Association to 
participate; and 

(2) it being a sport 
that is no longer 
included in the 
sports program of 
the next Olympic 
Games or 
Olympic Winter 
Games, the 
National 
Federation(s) will 
at the conclusion 
of such Olympic 
Games or 
Olympic Winter 
Games, be a 
Recognised 
Organisation of 
the AOC without 
having to apply. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
To extend Recognised 
Organisation status to those sports 
who may have representation on 
AOC Teams for Youth Olympic 
Games, Youth Olympic Winter 
Games, and Regional Games. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To allow sports that are currently 
Recognised Organisations remain 
as such for the following reasons: 

• at the time the sports  were 
accepted as Recognised 
Organisations, the AOC 
Executive would have had 
legitimate reasons for their 
inclusion and the sports 
have not breached any of 
the AOC’s rules;  

• a number of past, current 
and prospective Olympians 
have begun or progressed 
their elite sporting careers 
as a result of these sports, 
e.g. Surf Life Saving and 
Paddling; 

• Recognised Organisations 
do not receive any funding 
through AOC programs or 
IOC Solidarity;  

• For the 2032 Brisbane 
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Games, a number of these 
sports may be proposed for 
inclusion on the Olympic 
program; and 

• Recognised Organisations 
do not have voting rights so 
their inclusion does not 
prejudice the rights of 
member sports as they are 
unable to influence the 
agenda of the AOC and 
outcome of decisions made 
on behalf of member 
sports.  

 
 

Clause 7.3 To be renumbered as Clause 7.4 Renumbering for insertion of new 
clause 7.3 

Clause 7.3(3) To be renumbered as Clause 7.4(3) and 
deleted as replaced as follows: 
 
the Australian Olympians’ Association. 
 

To reflect the merge of the state 
Olympians’ Clubs into a single 
national organisation. 

Clause 7.4 To be renumbered as Clause 7.5 Renumbering for insertion of new 
clause 7.3 

Clause 7.5 To be renumbered as Clause 7.6 Renumbering for insertion of new 
clause 7.3 

Clause 7.6 To be renumbered as Clause 7.7 Renumbering for insertion of new 
clause 7.3 

Clause 11.2 Insert after utilised by the AOF: 
 
for the furtherance of the Committee’s 
objects in the future. 

Align payments to AOF with the 
objectives of AOC, as required by 
new clause 6.18. 

   
   
   
   
   

 
The Amendment date and the Effective date is intended to be 30 April 2022. 
 



 

 

Attachment “A” 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 

AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INCORPORATED 
ABN 33 052 258 241 | Registered No. A0004778J 

 
 

 
1. NAME 

Under the terms of the Olympic Charter in accordance with the provisions of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1981, a non-profit association called the "Australian Olympic Committee 
Incorporated" will hereby be constituted. 

 
2. DEFINITIONS 

 
2.1 Unless the contrary intention appears from the context: 

 
“Absolute majority” of the Executive, means a majority of the Executive 

members currently holding office and entitled to vote at 
the time (as distinct from a majority of Executive 
members present at an Executive meeting). 

 
“Act” means the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 

of the State of Victoria and regulations 
 

“ANOC” means the Association of National Olympic 
Committees recognised by the IOC. 

 

“AOF” means the Australian Olympic Foundation established by 
Deed of Settlement dated 16 February 1996 between 
Julius Lockington Patching as Settlor, and Australian 
Olympic Foundation Limited as Trustee. 

 
“Athletes’ Rights and means the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities 
Responsibilities Declaration adopted by the IOC on proposal of the IOC 
Declaration” Athletes’ Commission as amended from time to time. 
 
“Australian Olympians’  
Association”  means the organisation interested in and associated 

with Olympians and the Olympic movement and 
recognised as such by the AOC Executive 

 
"Body" means an organisation admitted to membership of the 

Committee under clause 7 of the Constitution and the 
Athletes' Commission. 

 

“CAS” means the Court of Arbitration for Sport. 
 

"Committee" means the Australian Olympic Committee Incorporated, 
being the National Olympic Committee recognised by 
the IOC pursuant to the Olympic Charter. 
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"Constitution" means this Constitution of the Australian Olympic 
Committee Incorporated. 
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"Delegate" means 
(a) a person duly elected or appointed by a Body; 
(b) in the case of the Athletes’ Commission, its Chair and 

Deputy Chair 
(c) in the case of the Australian Olympians’ 

ClubsAssociation, the person appointed by the Australian 
Olympians’ AssociationClub of Australia. 

 
“Electronic Mail” means facsimile or other means of electronic 

transmission of data approved from time to time by the 
Executive. 

 

"Executive" means the Executive elected in accordance 
with the Constitution. 

 
“Financial Statements” means the Statement of Financial Performance, Statement of 

Financial Position, Statement of Cash Flows and the Notes 
thereto. 

“Indigenous”  means a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 

descent who identifies as Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander. 

“Indigenous 

Advisory 

Committee” 

 

means the Indigenous Advisory Committee established 

by the Committee to guide reconciliation initiatives and 

advise the Committee in relation to Indigenous 

awareness and cultural appropriate practices. 

“IOC” means the International Olympic Committee. 

“Independent Auditor” means an auditor appointed by the Committee and who is 

eligible to be so appointed pursuant to the Act. 
 

“International means an international non-governmental organisation 
Federation recognised as an international federation by the IOC pursuant to 

the Olympic Charter. 
 

“Mail” means post or electronic mail. 
 

“Member” means a Body, IOC members, if any, who are citizens of 
Australia, the members of the Executive (including the Chief 
Executive Officer) and Life Members. 

 
“Member of an means a competitor, team official or other team personnel 
Australian Team” recognised by the Committee as a person associated with 

Australia’s participation in the Olympic Games, Olympic Winter 
Games, Youth Olympic Games, Youth Olympic Winter Games 
and Regional Games. 

 
“National Federation” means an Australian organisation affiliated to an International 
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Federation governing a sport included in the sports programme 
of the next Olympic Games or the next Olympic Winter Games. 

 

“Notice” means a notice, agenda or other document given to any 
Member under this Constitution. 

 
“Olympic Charter” means the codification of the Fundamental Principles of 

Olympism, Rules and By-Laws adopted by the IOC, as 
amended from time to time. It governs the organisation and 
operation of the Olympic Movement and sets forth the 
conditions for the celebration of the Olympic Games and the 
Olympic Winter Games. 

“Olympic Games” means the Olympic Games of an Olympiad convened by the 
IOC. 

 
“Olympic Winter means the Olympic Winter Games convened by the IOC. 
Games” 

 

“Olympian” means any athlete who attended as an Olympic Team member 
for any Olympic Games or Winter Olympic Games of the 
National Olympic Committee of any country affiliated to the IOC 
since the inception of the modern Olympic Games. 

 

“Olympians’ Clubs” means State or Territory organisations interested in and 
associated with Olympians and the Olympic Movement and 
recognised as such by the Executive. 

 
“Australian Olympians’ Club of means the group constituted by one representative 
of Australia” each of the Olympians’ Clubs and any Australian citizen who is 

on the Board of the World Olympians Association whether 
elected or appointed to such a position. 

 
“ONOC” means the Oceania National Olympic Committees recognised 

by the IOC. 
 

“Recognised means an Australian organisation affiliated to an 
Organisation” International Federation governing a sport not included in the 

sports programme of the next Olympic Games or the next 
Olympic Winter Games. 

 

“Regional Games” means regional, continental or world multi-sports competitions 
patronised by the IOC. 

 

“Secretary” means a person resident in Australia appointed by the 
Executive to be the Secretary of the Committee in accordance 
with Section 72 of the Act. 

 

“Special majority” means a majority of not less than three-fourths of the members 
voting at a general meeting. 

 
“State Organisations” means State and Territory organisations namely: 

; 
the Queensland Olympic Council Limited, 

the South Australian Olympic Council Incorporated,  
the Victorian Olympic Council Incorporated, and 
the Western Australian Olympic Council Incorporated. 

Formatted: Indent: Left:  5.93 cm, Right:  0.5 cm, Tab

stops:  5.93 cm, Left

Commented [SL1]: @Todd Day to be reordered 
alphabetically and the definition replaced based on the 
Terms of Reference. 

mailto:Todd.Day@olympics.com.au


6 AOC CONSTITUTION / 8 May 2021  

 
“Voting person” means a person entitled to vote at a general meeting of the 

Committee in accordance with clause 13.1 of the Constitution. 
 

2.2 Words of the plural number include the singular and vice versa. 
 

2.3 Words of the masculine sex include the feminine and vice versa. S/he means she or 
he, as applicable. 

 

Where reference is made to a specific rule or By-Law of the Olympic Charter, such reference 
is to the version of the Olympic Charter as in force from 2 August 2015. Such references shall 
be deemed to refer to any Rule or By-Law that replaces or modifies them in any subsequent 
version of the Olympic Charter. 

 
 
3. INTERPRETATION 

 
3.1 Where this Constitution is inconsistent with a rule, regulation or directive of the IOC, 

the latter will prevail, and this Constitution, to the extent of the inconsistency, will be 
invalid. 

 
3.2 This Constitution is taken to constitute the terms of a contract between the 

Committee and its members. 
 

3.3 Where this Constitution does not make provision for a matter as required by section 
47(2) of the Act, the Model Rules prescribed by the regulations and available on the 
Consumer Affairs Victoria website consumer.vic.gov.au, to the extent that they make 
provision for that matter, are taken to be included in this Constitution. 

 

3.4 Any dispute as to the meaning of this Constitution must be referred to the Executive 
for determination. 

 

3.5 Should a Member be dissatisfied as to the determination of the Executive under 
clause 3.4, the Member concerned: 

 
(1) may appeal to the CAS within 14 days of receiving written notification of the 

decision and may not institute any other form of appeal nor maintain 
proceedings in any other court or tribunal; 

 

(2) surrenders any right it may have to commence proceedings in a court in 
relation to any such dispute or to file any appeal, review or recourse to any 
state court or other judicial authority from any arbitral award, decision or ruling 
issued by the CAS. In particular, and without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing and for further and better assurance notwithstanding that such 
provisions have no applicability, the Member or other person concerned will 
have no right of appeal under section 34 and 34A of the Commercial 
Arbitration Act of any of the Australian States or to apply for the determination 
of a question of law under section 27J of such Act; and 

 
(3) pursuant to Article 192 of the Federal Code of Private International Law of 

Switzerland, will have no right to appeal to the Swiss Federal Supreme Court 
or any other canton court from any arbitral award, decision or ruling issued by 
the CAS and waives fully any and all actions for annulment in respect of such 
award, decision or ruling. 

 
3.6 Any appeal pursuant to clause 3.5 will be conducted pursuant to the Code of Sports- 
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Related Arbitration. The CAS will rule on its jurisdiction. The award and decision of 
the CAS will be final. 
 

4. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF OLYMPISM 
(ADOPTED BY THE IOC AND CODIFIED IN THE OLYMPIC CHARTER) 

 
1. Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the 

qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, Olympism 
seeks to create a way of life based on the joy of effort, the educational value of good 
example, social responsibility and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles. 

 

2. The goal of Olympism is to place sport at the service of the harmonious development 
of humankind, with a view to promoting a peaceful society concerned with the 
preservation of human dignity. 

 
3. The Olympic Movement is the concerted, organised, universal and permanent action, 

carried out under the supreme authority of the IOC, of all individuals and entities who 
are inspired by the values of Olympism. It covers the five continents. It reaches its 
peak with the bringing together of the world's athletes at the great sports festival, the 
Olympic Games. Its symbol is five interlaced rings. 

 

4. The practice of sport is a human right. Every individual must have the possibility of 
practising sport, without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, which 
requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play. 

 
5. Recognising that sport occurs within the framework of society, sports organisations 

within the Olympic Movement shall apply political neutrality. They shall have the rights 
and obligations of autonomy, which include freely establishing and controlling the rules 
of sport, determining the structure and governance of their organisations, enjoying the 
right of elections free from any outside influence and the responsibility for ensuring that 
principles of good governance be applied. 

 
6. The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Olympic Charter shall be 

secured without discrimination of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, sexual 
orientation, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. 

 

7. Belonging to the Olympic Movement requires compliance with the Olympic Charter and 
recognition by the IOC. 

 

 
5. HUMAN RIGHTS SECURED 

 
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Constitution shall be secured without 
discrimination of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, sexual orientation, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 

 

 
6. OBJECTS 

 
The objects of the Committee are: 

 
6.1 to develop, promote and protect the principles of Olympism and the Olympic 

Movement in Australia in accordance with the Olympic Charter and all regulations 
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and directives issued by the IOC; 
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6.2 to promote, raise awareness of and encourage participation in sport for benefits of 
health, longevity, fitness, skill, achievement, social interaction, wellbeing and other 
benefits of exercise for all individuals in Australia; 

 
6.3 in support of the above objects, to effect its exclusive authority for the representation 

and participation by Australia at the Olympic Games, Olympic Winter Games, Youth 
Olympic Games, Youth Olympic Winter Games and at Regional Games and do all 
matters incidental thereto, including the selection and discipline of all members of the 
teams to represent Australia at those Games. The Committee is obliged to 
participate in the Olympic Games and Olympic Winter Games by sending athletes; 

 
6.4 to promote the fundamental principles and values of Olympism in Australia, in 

particular, in the fields of sport and education, by promoting Olympic sporting and 
health, educational programmes in all levels of schools, sports and physical 
education institutions and universities, as well as by encouraging the creation of 
institutions dedicated to Olympic education, such as National Olympic Academies, 
Olympic Museums and other programmes, including cultural, related to the Olympic 
Movement; 

 

6.5 to ensure the observance of the Olympic Charter in Australia; 
 

6.6 to recognise the heritage, culture and contribution of our nation’s first people, and to 
give practical support to the issue of indigenous reconciliation through sport; 

 
6.7 to encourage the development of sport for all for the health, wellbeing and other 

benefits to all individuals in Australia, and in support and encouragement of those 
objects, the development of high performance sport as the pinnacle of the benefits of 
sporting participation; 

 

6.8 to take action against any form of discrimination and violence in sport; 
 

6.9 to adopt and implement the World Anti-Doping Code; 
 

6.10 to encourage and support measures relating to the medical care and health of 
athletes; 

 

6.11 to protect clean athletes and the integrity of sport by being a leading advocate in the 
fight against doping in Australia, and by taking action against all forms of 
manipulation of competition and related corruption; 

 

6.12 to exercise its exclusive authority to select and designate the city or cities which may 
apply to organise Olympic Games in Australia; 

 
6.13 in order to fulfil these objects, the Committee may cooperate with governmental 

bodies. The Committee shall not associate itself with any activity which would be in 
contradiction with the Olympic Charter. The Committee may also cooperate with non- 
governmental bodies; 

 
6.14 to protect its independence, maintain and promote its political neutrality, preserve its 

autonomy and the autonomy of sport and resist all pressures of any kind, including 
but not limited to political, legal, religious or economic pressures which may prevent 
the Committee from complying with the Olympic Charter; 
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6.15 to promote and respect the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities Declaration; 
 

6.16 the Committee has the right to: 
 

(1) designate, identify or refer to itself as the Australian Olympic Committee 
(AOC) which designation or identification must be included or referred to in its 
name; 

 
(2) send competitors, team officials and other team personnel to the Olympic 

Games in compliance with the Olympic Charter; 
 

(3) benefit from the assistance of Olympic Solidarity; 
 

(4) use certain Olympic properties as authorised by the IOC and in compliance 
with the Olympic Charter; 

 
(5) take part in activities led or patronised by the IOC, including Regional Games; 

 
(6) belong to ANOC and ONOC; 

 
(7) formulate proposals to the IOC concerning the Olympic Charter and the 

Olympic Movement, including the organisation of the Olympic Games; 
 

(8) give its opinions concerning the candidatures for the organisation of the 
Olympic Games; 

 

(9) participate, on request from the IOC, in the activities of the IOC commissions; 
 

(10) collaborate in the preparation of Olympic Congresses; 
 

(11) exercise other rights as granted to the Committee by the Olympic Charter or 
by the IOC; and 

 

6.17 to do all such other acts and things incidental to the attainment of these objectives. 

 
6.18 the Committee is a not-for-profit association. The assets and income of the Committee 

shall be applied solely in furtherance of its objects and as set out in this Constitution, 
and no portion shall be distributed directly or indirectly to the members of the 
Committee except as bona fide compensation for services rendered or expenses 
incurred on behalf of the Committee. 

 
7. MEMBERSHIP 

 
7.1 Membership of the Committee is: 

 
(1) the Executive (including the Chief Executive Officer); 

 
(2) the members of the IOC, if any, who are citizens of Australia; 

 
(3) the National Federations; 

 

(4) the State Organisations; 
 

(5) the Athletes’ Commission in accordance with clause 9; 
 

(6) the Recognised Organisations admitted to membership in accordance with 
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clause 7.3 or 7.4; 
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(7) Life Members; 
 

(8) Any Honorary Life President; and 
 

(9) the Olympians’ ClubsAustralian Olympians’ Association. 
 

7.2 A National Federation will, subject to clause 32, be submitted and remain a member 
of the Committee upon it: 

 

(1) being and continuing to be affiliated to an International Federation governing a 
sport included in the programme of the next Olympic Games or the next 
Olympic Winter Games; and 

 
(2) exercising and continuing to exercise real and specific sports activity; and 

 
(3) and continuing to conduct its activities in compliance with this Constitution, the 

Olympic Charter and the rules of its International Federation; 

providing that only one National Federation for each sport included in the programme 
of the next Olympic Games or the next Olympic Winter Games will be admitted to 
membership. 

 
7.3 A Recognised Organisation will, subject to clause 32, be submitted and remain a 

member of the Committee upon it: 
(1) having been included in the sports program for the next Youth Olympic Games 

or the next Youth Olympic Winter Games or the next Regional Games and for 
which in the case of Regional Games, the AOC Executive has received and 
accepted an invitation from the relevant Continental Association to participate; 
and 

(2) it being a sport that is no longer included in the sports program of the next 
Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games, the National Federation(s) will at 
the conclusion of such Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games, be a 
Recognised Organisation of the AOC without having to apply. 
 

7.37.4 The Committee may, at an annual general meeting, approve by special majority the 
admission of a new member other than a National Federation, provided that should 
such new member be: 

 
(1) a State Organisation, then the Executive has first approved its constitution 

pursuant to clause 10.6 hereof and provided that only one State Organisation 
for each State and Territory of Australia will be admitted to membership; 

 
(2) a Recognised Organisation, then such admission may be for a specified 

period and provided that only one Recognised Organisation for each sport not 
included in the programme of the next Olympic Games or the next Olympic 
Winter Games will be admitted to membership; and. 

 
(3) the Australian Olympians’ Association. an Olympians’ Club, then such 

admission will be upon such terms and conditions as are determined 
by the Committee and which are not inconsistent with this Constitution 
and provided further that: 

(a) only one Olympians’ Club for each State and Territory of Australia will 
be admitted to membership; 

  
(b) the Executive has approved its constitution and which cannot be 

amended without the prior approval of the Executive; and 
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(c) each Olympians’ Club will not be entitled to appoint a delegate to the 

Committee but rather will be represented by a person appointed by 
the Olympians’ Club of Australia under clause 12.1(8). 

 

7.47.5  
(1) Life membership of the Committee may be conferred by the Executive upon a 

person who has served as an elected member of the Executive for at least 
thirteen (13) years, and who has rendered outstanding service to the Olympic 
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Movement and sport. 

 
(2) Life members comprise: 

 

(a) those upon whom Life membership has been conferred by the 
Executive as at 4 May 2019; and 

 

(b) those upon whom, having met the criteria in clause 7.4(1), Life 
membership is conferred by the Executive at any time and from time to 
time after 4 May 2019. 

 

(3) A Life Member will be a permanent member of the Committee without voting 
power but subject to clauses 12.2, 13.2 and 16.3, if: 

 
(a) elected as an office bearer of the Committee or as a member of the 

Executive or appointed to a commission or committee by the Executive 
will be entitled to vote within the Committee, the Executive or within that 
commission or committee whichever the case may be; and 

(b) a member of the IOC, a member of the Executive or a Delegate of a 
National Federation will have the voting rights attached to such a 
position. 

 
7.57.6  

(1)  Honorary Life President of the Committee may be conferred by the 
Executive upon a person who has served as elected President of the 
Committee for at least thirteen (13) years, and who has rendered 
outstanding service to the Olympic Movement and sport; and 

 
(2) An Honorary Life President will be a permanent member of the Committee 

without voting power but, subject to clauses 12.2, 13.2 and 16.3, if a 
member of the Executive by virtue of being a member of the IOC or if a 
Delegate of a National Federation will have the voting rights attached to 
such a position. 

 

7.67.7 A person may simultaneously be the Honorary Life President and a Life Member. 

 
 

8. PATRONS 

 
The Committee will appoint: 

 
 

(1) a Patron-in-Chief, to fill which position the Governor-General of Australia for 
the time being will be invited to extend his patronage; and 

 
(2) a Patron, to fill which position the Prime Minister of Australia for the time being 

will be invited to extend his patronage. 
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9. ATHLETES' COMMISSION 

 
9.1 The Athletes' Commission will comprise: 

 
(1) eight members elected at each Olympic Games by the athletes who are 

members of the Australian Olympic Team competing at those Olympic 
Games, including: 
(a) one Aboriginal athlete and one Torres Strait Islander athlete 

where no Indigenous athletes are currently members of the 
Athletes’ Commission; 

(b) one Aboriginal athlete where there is one Torres Strait Islander 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission; 

(c) one Torres Strait Islander athlete where there one Aboriginal 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission. 

 
If there are no eligible Torres Strait Islander athletes available for election, then an Aboriginal 
athlete may be elected in place of a Torres Strait Islander athlete.  If there are no eligible 
Aboriginal athletes available for election, then a Torres Strait Islander athlete may be elected 
in place of an Aboriginal athlete; 
 

(2) two members elected at each Olympic Winter Games by the athletes 
who are members of the Australian Olympic Winter Team competing at 
those Olympic Winter Games, including: 
(a) one Aboriginal athlete and one Torres Strait Islander athlete 

where no Indigenous athletes are currently members of the 
Athletes’ Commission; 

(b) one Aboriginal athlete where there is one Torres Strait Islander 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission; 

(c) one Torres Strait Islander athlete where there one Aboriginal 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission. 

 
If there are no eligible Torres Strait Islander athletes available for election, then 
an Aboriginal athlete may be elected in place of a Torres Strait Islander athlete.  
If there are no eligible Aboriginal athletes available for election, then a Torres 
Strait Islander athlete may be elected in place of an Aboriginal athlete; 

 
(3) up to two members who may be appointed at any time by the Executive. If there 

are no Indigenous athletes that are members of the Athletes’ Commission, then 
the Executive must exercise its right under this clause to appoint two Indigenous 
athletes. If there is one Indigenous athlete that is a member of the Athletes’ 
Commission, then the Executive must exercise its right under this clause to 
appoint one Indigenous athlete. If there are no Indigenous athletes who are 
eligible under clause 9.2 below, then Executive does not need to appoint any 
Indigenous athletes; 
 

(4) any member of the IOC Athletes’ Commission who is a citizen of Australia and who 
was nominated by the Committee to the IOC for election to such position; and 

 
(5) any member of the Athletes’ Commission of ONOC who is a citizen of Australia and 

who was nominated by the Committee to ONOC for election to such position. 

 
9.2 To be eligible for election or appointment to the Athletes’ Commission a person must 

be: 
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(1) at least 18 years of age and must not have been sanctioned for a doping 
offence during the person’s sports career; 

 
(2) in the case of an elected member: 

(a) nominated by an Athletes’ Commission of a National Federation, 
provided the charter of the Athletes’ Commission has been approved 
by the Committee (unless the athlete is an Indigenous athlete, in 
which case the athlete may self-nominate, be nominated by any 
National Federation or be nominated the Indigenous Advisory 
Committee); and 

 
(b) a participant in the Olympic Games or an Olympic Winter Games 

during which the election is held or have participated at the previous 
Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games; 

 
(3) in the case of an appointed member – a participant at either or both the 

previous two Olympic Games or the previous two Olympic Winter Games last 
staged before the appointment. 

 

9.3 The persons elected at an: 

 
(1) Olympic Games must comprise not less than three males and not less than 

three females;  
 

(2) Olympic Winter Games must comprise one of each sex; 

and no more than one male and one female athlete from any one sport on the Olympic 
programme may be elected or appointed to the Athletes’ Commission, except where 
additional male or female athletes are Indigenous athletes. 

 

9.4 Election of members of the Athletes’ Commission will be conducted according to the 
following procedure: 

 
(1) At or prior to the Opening Ceremony each nominated athlete will advise the 

Chef de Mission of the Australian Olympic Team or Australian Olympic Winter 
Team (as the case may be) whether the athlete is willing to be a candidate for 
election to the Athletes’ Commission; 

 

(2) The Chef de Mission will cause the names of each such candidate to be 
recorded on a voting form (which may be either electronic or paper) and 
distributed to each Team member who is an athlete. Only Team members 
who are athletes may vote; 

 
(3) If the voting form is distributed: 

 
(a) electronically, each voter will indicate the names of the candidates 

whom the voter wishes to elect. Should any voter vote for more than 
the number of candidates to be elected, then the voting form and the 
votes recorded thereon will be void; 

 
(b) distributed by paper, each voter will place a mark on the list of 

candidates next to the names of the candidates whom the voter wishes 
to elect. Each such mark will count as one vote for the candidate 
concerned. Should any voter vote for more than the number of 
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candidates to be elected, then the voting paper and the votes recorded 
thereon will be void; 

 

(4) Voting by proxy or by correspondence is not permitted; 
 

(5) Voting must occur over at least three days and will close no later than the day 
before the Closing Ceremony. Voting will take place in the Olympic Village 
and at such other locations as the Chef de Mission considers appropriate; 

 
(6) Subject to the requirements concerning the sex of members of the Athletes’ 

Commission and requirements regarding Indigenous members of the 
Athletes’ Commission, the relevant number of highest polling candidates 
will be deemed to be elected to the Athletes’ Commission. In the event of a 
tie, preference will be given to the youngest candidate; and 

 

(7) The Chef de Mission will announce the results of the election prior to the 
Closing Ceremony. 

 

9.5 Subject to clause 24.4, each person elected at an Olympic Games will hold office 
from the commencement of the day after the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic 
Games at which election occurs and will cease to hold office at the conclusion of the 
day of the Closing Ceremony of the next succeeding Olympic Games. 

 
9.6 Subject to clause 24.4, each person elected at an Olympic Winter Games will hold 

office from the commencement of the day after the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic 
Winter Games at which election occurs and will cease to hold office at the conclusion 
of the day of the Closing Ceremony of the next succeeding Olympic Winter Games. 

 
9.7 Subject to clause 24.4, each person appointed pursuant to clause 9.1(3) will hold 

office for a period of four years from the date of their appointment and any person 
holding office pursuant to 

 
(1) clause 9.1(4) will hold office whilst and for so long as the person is a member 

of the IOC Athletes’ Commission; and 
 

(2) clause 9.1(5) will hold office whilst and so long as the person is a member of 
the Athletes’ Commission of ONOC. 

 

9.8 Within two months of the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic Games and within two 
months of the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic Winter Games (or by the next AOC 
Executive meeting, whichever is the earlier), the Athletes’ Commission will meet and 
at that meeting elect their Chair and Deputy Chair who will each hold office until the 
next ensuing election according to this clause. 

 
9.9 Persons of different sex must hold the positions of Chair and Deputy Chair of the 

Athletes’ Commission. 
 

9.10 In the event of any vacancy occurring on the Athletes' Commission through death, 
removal or resignation, the following procedures will apply: 

 
(1) The person eligible for appointment under clause 9.2 who received the next 

highest number of votes in the ballots at the election conducted according to 
clause 9.4 procedures and, subject to the conditions set out in clauses 9.1 
and 9.3, will be automatically appointed for the balance of the term of the 
member the person replaces. 
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(2) If two or more persons received the next highest number of votes in the 
ballots at the relevant election, then the preference will be given to the 
youngest candidate. 

 

(3) If the person appointed to fill that vacancy is unable or unwilling to take up 
office then a replacement will be appointed according to the procedures set 
out in clauses 9.10(1) and 9.10(2) until the vacancy is filled. 

 
(4) If there are no eligible candidates to fill the vacancy, then the remaining 

members of the Athletes’ Commission will appoint a person to fill the vacancy 
provided the person appointed fulfils the eligibility criteria set out in clauses 
9.1, 9.2 and 9.3. 

 
9.11 The Athletes' Commission will: 

 
(1) advise the Executive on all matters relating to athletes within the Olympic 

Movement provided that matters specific to a sport will be addressed between 
the National Federation of that sport and its Athletes’ Commission (if any); 
and 

 

(2) promote and respect the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities Declaration 
within the Olympic Movement. 

 

For this purpose, the Athletes' Commission will meet at least twice a year with the 
prior approval of the Chief Executive Officer and at the expense of the Committee 
and for such meetings a quorum will consist of six persons. 

 
9.12 The members of the Athletes’ Commission must: 

 
(1) act solely in the best interests of the Committee and its members as a whole. 

 
(2) exercise their powers and discharge their duties with reasonable care and 

diligence, in good faith and for a proper purpose. 
 

(3) not make improper use of: 

(a) their position; or 

(b) information acquired by virtue of holding their position 

so as to gain an advantage for themselves or any other person or to cause detriment 
to the Committee. 

 
9.13 At meetings of the Athletes’ Commission, any member of the Athletes’ Commission 

who has a material personal interest in a matter being considered at such meeting 
must: 

 
(1) disclose the nature and extent of that interest to the meeting. 

 
(2) not be present while the matter is being considered at the meeting; and 

 
(3) not vote on the matter. 
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9.14 Clause 9.13 of this Constitution does not apply to a material personal interest that 
exists only because the Athletes’ Commission member is a member of the Athletes’ 
Commission. 

 
10. STATE ORGANISATIONS 

 

10.1 Each State Organisation is subject to the control and direction of the Committee as 
the National Olympic Committee for Australia. 

 
10.2 It is the responsibility of each State Organisation to: 

 
(1) Assist the Committee in raising funds for Australian athletes to prepare for 

and participate in Olympic Games; 
 

(2) Assist the Australian Olympians’ Clubs Association by providing 
administrative and personnel support; 

 

(3) Promote Olympism in each State; 
 

(4) Liaise with State Governments, Departments and Institutes of Sport; and 
 

(5) Provide Olympic educational material when required. 
 

10.3 State Organisations may only raise funds on behalf of the Committee and subject to 
the Committee's control and direction at all times. In so raising funds the State 
Organisations must provide to the Chief Executive Officer precise details of such 
fundraising activities including timing, financial arrangements, proposed budgets, 
artwork, prizes, publicity and general plans of operation. 

 

10.4 Each State Organisations may, with the prior knowledge and approval of the 
Executive, retain: 

 
(1) monies granted to such Body by its State or Territory Government where such 

grant(s) are for the purpose of assisting in the administration of the State 
Organisation or for the purpose of assisting sport in its State or Territory; and 

(2) monies from fundraising conducted by the State Organisation in order to 
assist in the administration of the State Organisation. 

 
10.5 (1) The constitution of each State Organisation is subject to approval by the  

        Executive. 

(2) Constitutions so approved may subsequently be amended by the State 
Organisation concerned, providing that such amendments are submitted 
to the Executive within 21 days of the meeting at which such 
amendments are adopted by the State Organisation. 

(3) It will be the duty of the Executive to approve, without delay, such 
constitution and subsequent amendments to the constitution as may be 
submitted by the State Organisation provided that the said constitution 
and amendments as referred to comply in every respect with the 
provisions of this Constitution, or of the By-Laws made hereunder. 

(4) Any such constitution or subsequent amendments to the constitution as 
submitted by the State Organisations, and not approved by the 
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Executive, will be declared invalid by the Executive and the State 
Organisation notified accordingly. 

(5) Upon receipt of such notification the State Organisation concerned will 
forthwith cease to administer its affairs in accordance with the provisions 
of the said constitution or amendments thereto, as declared invalid by 
the Executive. 

(6) The Executive will have power to issue interim approval of any 
constitution or subsequent amendments thereto, as submitted by the 
State Organisations, subject to amendment or further amendment, as 
the case may be, by the State Organisation at the direction of the 
Executive. 

(7) Where such interim approval is issued, the State Organisation 
concerned will be given a specific period in which to effect such 
amendments. Should the amendments not be effected within the time 
specified, then the constitutional amendments will be declared invalid by 
the Executive. 

 

10.6 Where the constitution of a State Organisation is inconsistent with this Constitution, 
the latter will prevail and the constitution of the State Organisations, to the extent of 
the inconsistency, will be invalid. 

 

 
11. POWERS 

 
11.1 Subject to the Constitution, the Committee has the full power, jurisdiction and 

authority to do all things necessary to carry out the business, the affairs and the 
objects of the Committee. 

11.2 The Committee is the Primary Beneficiary of the AOF. From time to time the 
Committee may have assets or funds not immediately required or designated for the 
requirements of the Committee, or surplus to the forecast expenditure of the 
Committee. The Committee is empowered, and authorised, without any legal 
obligation, and without limiting in any way sub-clause 11.1 to provide or give such 
funds to the AOF in such manner and at such times as the Committee determines 
(including by way of additional settlement upon the AOF), so that such funds may be 
invested or otherwise utilised by the AOF for the furtherance of the Committee’s 
objects in the future .future. 

 
12. GENERAL MEETINGS 

 

12.1 the Committee in general meeting will comprise: 

(1) the Executive; 

(2) the members of the IOC, if any, who are citizens of Australia 

(3) National Federations each represented by two Delegates; 

(4) State Organisations each represented by two Delegates; 

(5) the Athletes’ Commission represented by its Chair and Deputy Chair; 

(6) Recognised Organisations admitted to membership in accordance with clause 
7.3, each represented by one Delegate; 
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(7) Life Members of the Committee; 

(8) Any Honorary Life President;  

(9) the Australia Olympians’ Association Club of Australia represented by one 
person appointed by the Australia Olympians’ Club of AustraliaAssociation; 
and 

(10) the Indigenous Advisory Committee represented by its Chair and Deputy 
Chair. 

 

12.2 Each Delegate cannot represent more than one organisation within the Committee. 

 
12.3 The Committee will meet at least once a year, provided that the Executive will 

convene the annual general meeting before 31 May each year. 

 
12.4 Additional meetings of the Committee will be summoned by the Secretary when so 

directed by the Executive or upon a written request of not less than ten National 
Federations. 

 
12.5 The business of the annual general meeting will include: 

 
(1) in the annual general meeting convened in a year following an Olympic 

Games, the election of the office bearers and the remaining members of the 
Executive excluding the Chief Executive Officer; 

(2) in all annual general meetings other than those convened in a year following 
an Olympic Games, the election of any person to replace a casual vacancy in 
the position of office bearer or member of the Executive pursuant to clauses 

24.1. and 24.2 hereof; 
 

(3) in all annual general meetings: 

(a) the confirmation of the minutes of the preceding annual general 
meeting and of any general meeting held since that meeting; 

 
(b) the presentation by the Chief Executive Officer of the Annual Report, 

the Financial Statements of the Committee and the Independent 
Auditor's report thereon which documents will be circulated with the 
agenda; 

 
(c) the appointment of the Independent Auditor if there is a vacancy in the 

office of auditor of the Committee; 

 
(d) the election of any new member/s pursuant to clause 7.3. 

 
12.6 A quorum will consist of one-third of the National Federations represented by at least 

one Delegate each. 

If, within half an hour after the appointed time for the commencement of a general 
meeting, a quorum is not present: 

 

(1) in the case of a meeting convened upon the request of National Federations 
pursuant to clause 12.4, the meeting must be dissolved; and 
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(2) in any other case, the meeting shall stand adjourned to the same day in the 
next week at the same time and (unless another place is specified by the 
Chair at the time of the adjournment or by written notice to Members given 
before the day to which the meeting is adjourned) at the same place. 

 
If at the adjourned meeting the quorum is not present within half an hour after the 
time appointed for the commencement of the meeting, the Members present shall 
be a quorum. 

 
12.7 A notice of a general meeting will be given at least 60 days prior to that meeting to 

each Member. 

 
12.8 Should any Member desire to have any matter included in the agenda of a meeting, 

the Member will give written notice thereof to the Secretary not less than 30 days 
prior to the meeting. 

 
12.9 The agenda for a meeting will be provided to each Member by the Secretary, in 

accordance with clause 38, at least 21 days prior to the meeting. 
 

12.10 Notwithstanding the provisions of clause 12.9 hereof, the Executive may, in its 
absolute discretion and at any time, include additional items on the agenda of a 
meeting where it is of the opinion that such additional items warrant inclusion. 

 
12.11 A visitor, defined as any person other than a person indicated in clause 12.1, may, at 

the absolute discretion of the President, attend a meeting of the Committee but will 
not take part in the proceedings unless by a direct invitation of the President nor have 
a vote. 

12.12 If the Executive does not cause a notice of a general meeting to be given under 
clause 12.7 within 14 days after the date on which the Secretary is sent a request 
under clause 12.4, the National Federations making the request, or any of them, may 
convene a general meeting to be held no later than 84 days after that date. 

 
12.13 If a general meeting is convened by National Federations in accordance with clause 

12.12, it must be convened in the same manner so far as possible as a meeting 
convened by the Executive and all reasonable expenses incurred in convening the 
general meeting must be reimbursed by the Committee to the National Federations 
incurring the expenses. 

 
13. VOTING 

 
13.1 Each Delegate of the National Federations, members of the Executive, the Chair and 

Deputy Chair of the Athletes' Commission, the Chair and Deputy Chair of the 
Indigenous Advisory Committee and the members of the IOC, if any, who are 
citizens of Australia will be entitled to one vote on every motion or amendment 
thereof. 

 
13.2 Where a person is present at a meeting of the Committee in more than one capacity 

which entitles them to vote, that person is only entitled to one vote. 

 
13.3 The Chair of the meeting will have a casting vote in addition to the Chair’s 

deliberative vote. 

 
13.4 Each vote will be given personally. 
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13.5 If a question arising at a general meeting of the Committee is determined on a show 
of hands: 

 
(1) a declaration by the Chair that a resolution has been: 

 

(a) carried whether or not by a particular majority or unanimously; or 

 
(b) lost; and 

 
(2) an entry to that effect in the minute book of the Committee; 

 
is evidence of the fact, without proof of the number or proportion of the votes 
recorded in favour of, or against, that resolution. 

 

14. PROXIES 

 
In the event of a Delegate being unable to attend a meeting of the Committee, a proxy 
Delegate may be appointed in writing, electronic mail or any other technology from the 
secretary or other authorised officer of the relevant Body or, in the case of the Athletes' 
Commission the Chair thereof. The appointment notice will be tendered at the time of 
the commencement of the meeting. 

 

 

15. TECHNOLOGY 

 
15.1 The Committee may hold its general meetings by using any technology that allows 

members to clearly and simultaneously communicate with each other participating 
member. 

 
15.2 A member of the Committee who participates in a general meeting in a manner 

permitted under clause 15.1 is taken to be present at the meeting and, if the member 
votes at the meeting, is taken to have voted in person. 

 
16. THE EXECUTIVE 

 
16.1 Each member of the Executive will not represent any particular body or sport and will 

represent the Olympic Movement at large. 

 
16.2 The Executive of the Committee will be: 

 
(1) the President; 

 

(2) two Vice-Presidents; 
 

(3) the members of the IOC who are citizens of Australia and elected to the IOC 
pursuant to paragraphs 2.2.2 and 2.2.5 of the By-Law to Rule 16 of the 
Olympic Charter; 

 
(4) the Chief Executive Officer who will be appointed by the Executive and be a 
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voting member; 
 

(5) seven Members elected from those nominated by the National Federations, 
which election will be at the annual general meeting of the Committee first 
convened after an Olympic Games; and 

 
(6) the Chair of the Athletes’ Commission and the Deputy Chair of the Athletes’ 

Commission, provided that if there is a member of the IOC who is a citizen of 
Australia and elected to the IOC pursuant to paragraph 2.2.2 of the By-Law to 
Rule 16 of the Olympic Charter, then the Chair of the Athletes’ Commission 
will be the sole ex officio member of the Executive from the Athletes' 
Commission provided further that if the Chair is such an IOC member, then 
the sole ex officio member of the Athletes' Commission on the Executive will 
be the Deputy Chair. Any officer of the Athletes' Commission who is ex officio 
a member of the Executive may appoint another member of the Athletes’ 
Commission who is not otherwise a member of the Executive to act as the 
member’s alternate to attend meetings of the Executive and vote thereat in 
the event that the appointor is unable to act personally by reason of sport 
commitments, illness, absence or other cause. 

 

16.3 Where a person is present at a meeting of the Executive in more than one capacity 
which entitles them to vote, that person is only entitled to one vote. 

16.4 The President, Vice-Presidents and those members of the Executive elected 
pursuant to clause 16.2(5) will hold office until the conclusion of the annual general 
meeting first convened after the Olympic Games next succeeding their election. All 
other members of the Executive will hold office whilst and for so long as they satisfy 
the conditions attaching to their appointment. 

 
16.5 Each National Federation will be entitled to nominate one person for election as an 

Executive member in accordance with sub-clause 16.2(5). Such nominations will be 
signed by the person nominated and will be made in writing to the Secretary not less 
than 30 days prior to the date of the annual general meeting. The Secretary will 
cause such nominations to be included in the agenda of the annual general meeting 
in question. In the event that the number of nominations for the respective positions 
as Executive members does not exceed the number of vacancies, then the 
candidates will be declared elected. In the event that the number of candidates 
exceeds the number of positions available then such candidates will be elected in 
accordance with the method of voting described in the next succeeding clause. 

 
16.6 The election of each member of the Executive pursuant to clause 16.2(5) will be by 

an exhaustive ballot to be decided between all candidates eligible for election in 
accordance with the following rules: 

 
(1) each voting person will write on the ballot paper (or input into an electronic 

device or any other means of electronic voting prescribed from time to time by 
the Chair under clause 16.6(9)), the name of the candidate most preferred. 
Such votes will then be counted and if any candidate receives an absolute 
majority of formal votes cast, such candidate will be elected to office; 

 
(2) if no candidate receives an absolute majority of formal votes cast in 

accordance with 16.6(1) hereof the candidate who receives the least number 
will be eliminated provided that if a candidate receives no votes, that 
candidate, together with the candidate who receives the least number of votes 
will be eliminated; 
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(3) a further ballot or ballots will then be conducted between the remaining 
candidates in accordance with the rules herein set out until one candidate 
receives an absolute majority of formal votes cast and upon a candidate 
receiving an absolute majority of formal votes cast as aforesaid such 
candidate will be elected to office; 

 

(4) if after a ballot has been conducted any two or more candidates receive an 
equal number of votes and it is necessary for one of them to be eliminated 
then a special ballot will be held in accordance with the rules herein set out to 
decide which of such candidates will be eliminated; 

 

(5) if after a special ballot in accordance with 16.6(4) has been conducted 
between three or more candidates no candidate has received a greater 
number of votes than the other candidates then the Chair will nominate one 
candidate who will not be eliminated and a further special ballot will be held 
between the candidates not so nominated to determine which of them will be 
eliminated; 

 

(6) if on any ballot between two candidates such candidates receive an equal 
number of votes then the Chair will have a casting vote to decide the issue 
between such candidates; 

 

(7) at any time when it is necessary for a candidate to be eliminated the Chair will 
only declare the name of the candidate or candidates to be eliminated and will 
not disclose the number of votes received by any candidate; 

 
(8) at the conclusion of the voting the Chair will declare the result of each ballot in 

the following manner, namely a statement of the number of ballot papers (or 
electronic voting equivalent) issued with respect to each ballot, the number of 
formal votes cast in each ballot and the number of votes received by each 
candidate; 

 
(9) the Chair of the meeting at which an election is to be held may conduct the 

election by electronic voting or other means of digital recording of votes in 
order to effect the above provisions; 

 

(10) notwithstanding anything in this rule to the contrary, those voting persons 
present at any meeting at which an election is to be held in accordance with 
this rule may by unanimous resolution waive the application of the foregoing 
provisions and substitute therefor, for that election only, such other method of 
voting that may unanimously be agreed upon. 

 
16.7 (1) The Executive will meet as often as is necessary to conduct its business but at 

least four times in each year. A meeting of the Executive will be convened by the 
Secretary upon request by the President or when three members of the 

Executive consider it necessary. 

 
(2) The quorum at a meeting of the Executive will be eight persons. 

 
(3) An Executive member who is not physically present at an Executive meeting 

may participate in the meeting by the use of technology that allows the 
Executive member and the Executive members present at the meeting to 
clearly and simultaneously communicate with each other. 

 
(4) An Executive member participating in an Executive meeting as permitted 
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under clause 16.7(3) is to be taken as present at the meeting and, if the 
Executive member votes at the meeting, is taken to have voted in person. 

 
16.8 As soon as practicable after being elected or appointed to the Executive, each 

Executive member must become familiar with this Constitution and the Act. 

 
16.9 The Executive is collectively responsible for ensuring that the Committee complies 

with the Act and that members of the Committee comply with this Constitution. 

 
16.10 Executive members must exercise their powers and discharge their duties with 

reasonable care and diligence. 

 
16.11 Executive members must exercise their powers and discharge their duties: 

 
(a) in good faith in the best interests of the Committee; and 

 
(b) for a proper purpose. 

16.12 Executive members and former Executive members must not make improper use of 

 
(a) their position; or 

 
(b) information acquired by virtue of holding their position 

 
so as to gain an advantage for themselves or any other person or to cause 
detriment to the Committee. 

 

16.13 In addition to any duties imposed by this Constitution, a committee member must 
perform any other duties imposed from time to time by resolution at a general 
meeting. 

 
16.14 The Executive will be indemnified from the funds of the Committee in respect of any 

liability that they collectively or individually may incur as a result of any decision taken 
or act made in accordance with their powers pursuant to this Constitution. 

 
16.15 For the purposes of this Constitution, the office of a member of the Executive 

becomes vacant if the member: 

 
(1) dies; 

 

(2) resigns the office in writing addressed to the Secretary; 
 

(3) is removed from office pursuant to clauses 24.3 or 24.4; or 
 

(4) becomes of unsound mind or a person whose estate is liable to be dealt with 
in any way under the laws relating to mental health. 

 

17.  
 

17.1 On any question arising at an Executive meeting, each Executive member present at 
the meeting has one vote. 

 
17.2 A motion is carried if a majority of Executive members present at the meeting vote in 
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favour of the motion. 
 

17.3 Clause 17.2 does not apply to any motion or question which is required by this 
Constitution to be passed by an absolute majority of the Executive. 

 
17.4 If votes are divided equally on a question, the Chair of the meeting has a second or 

casting vote. 
 

17.5 Voting by proxy is not permitted. 

 
18.  

 

18.1 An Executive member who has a material personal interest in a matter being 
considered at an Executive meeting must disclose the nature and extent of that 
interest to the Executive. 

 

18.2 The Executive member: 

(1) must not be present while the matter is being considered at the meeting; and 

(2) must not vote on the matter. 
 

18.3 Clauses 18.1 and 18.2 do not apply to a material personal interest that exists only 
because the Executive member is a member of the IOC or Chair or Deputy Chair of 
the Athletes’ Commission. 

 

19.  
 

19.1 The Executive must ensure that minutes are taken and kept of each Executive 
meeting. 

 
19.2 The minutes must record the following: 

 
(1) the names of the members in attendance at the meeting; 

(2) the business considered at the meeting; 

(3) any resolution on which a vote is taken and the result of the vote; and 

(4) any material personal interest disclosed under clause 18. 
 

 

20.  
 

20.1 Every Executive member and Secretary must keep the transactions, whether 
complete or incomplete; financial affairs and state of accounts; and, information 
which is confidential or generated for internal management purposes of the 
Committee confidential unless required to disclose them: 

 
(1) in the course of duties as an officer of the Committee; 

 
(2) by the Executive or the Committee in general meeting; or 

 
(3) by law. 

 
20.2 The Executive may require an Executive member, Secretary, auditor, trustee 
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committee or commission member or other person engaged by the Committee to 
sign a confidentiality undertaking consistent with this Constitution. An Executive 
member or Secretary must do so if required by the Executive. 

 

 

21.  
 

21.1 The Executive may grant an Executive member leave of absence from Executive 
meetings for a period not exceeding three months. 

 
21.2 The Executive must not grant leave of absence retrospectively unless it is satisfied 

that it was not feasible for the Executive member to seek the leave in advance. 

 

 
22. POWER OF EXECUTIVE 

 
22.1 Subject to this Constitution, the power, management and control of the Committee 

and any duties not attributed by the Olympic Charter or the Act to the Committee in 
general meeting will be vested in and reside in the Executive, provided that: 

 
(1) Any action taken by virtue of this clause will be recorded in the Minutes of the 

Executive, and 
 

(2) A summary of all major, non-confidential decisions made by the Executive 
between meetings of the Committee will be circulated, in accordance with 
clause 38, to all National Federations and State Organisations within 30 days 
after the meeting at which the decisions were made. 

 
22.2 The Executive may make such By-Laws as are necessary and convenient to give 

effect to this Constitution and the proper conduct of Members and persons 
associated with the Olympic Movement in Australia, provided however that where 
any of such By-Laws are inconsistent with this Constitution then to the extent of such 
inconsistency this Constitution will prevail. As a condition of membership, all 
Members are bound to observe and comply with all By-Laws made by the Executive. 

 

 
23. OFFICE BEARERS 

 
23.1 The office bearers will be the President and two Vice-Presidents who will be elected 

at the annual general meeting first held after an Olympic Games and hold office until 
the conclusion of the annual general meeting first convened after the Olympic Games 
next succeeding their election. 

 
23.2 Nominations for any position as an office bearer may be made by any National 

Federation or State Organisation and will be submitted in writing to the Secretary not 
less than 30 days prior to the annual general meeting. 

 
23.3 In the event that: 

 
(1) There is more than one candidate for the position as President, then such a 

position will be decided by an exhaustive ballot. 

 
(2) The number of candidates for the positions as Vice-Presidents exceeds two, 
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then such positions will be decided by separate exhaustive ballots. 

 

All of such exhaustive ballots will be in accordance with the rules described in clause 
16.6 hereof as if the same were herein set out in full. 
 

24. CASUAL VACANCIES 

 
24.1 In the event of any vacancy occurring in any of the positions of office bearer, the 

Executive will elect from amongst its members a replacement, which replacement will 
hold office until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting of the Committee. 
At that next annual general meeting the Committee will elect a replacement office 
bearer who will hold office for the balance of the term of the original office bearer s/he 
replaces. Any member of the Executive appointed by the Executive pursuant to this 
clause will be eligible for election by the Committee. 

 
24.2 In the event of any vacancy occurring in respect of any of the members of the 

Executive, other than the office bearers and the Chief Executive Officer, the 
Executive will request from the National Federations their nominations of such 
replacement. 

 

Such nominations will be made within 30 days of the date of posting the invitation 
and the Executive will elect from such nominations the member who will hold office 
until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting of the Committee. At that next 
annual general meeting the Committee will elect a replacement member of the 
Executive who will hold office for the balance of the term of the original member of 
the Executive s/he replaces. Any person elected by the Executive pursuant to this 
clause will be eligible for election by the Committee. 

 
24.3 An office bearer or any other member of the Executive or any person representing 

the Committee on any other body may be removed from office by a vote of a special 
majority at a general meeting of which due notice has been given. 

 
24.4 Any person found to have committed a Doping Offence or an Anti-Doping Rule 

Violation contrary to the Anti-Doping By-Law is ineligible to hold any position on the 
AOC, whether as an office bearer or as a member of the Executive, any Commission 
or Committee or otherwise whilst subject to sanction for that doping offence. 

 

24.5 Any vote that make take place under this clause 24 may be completed by ballot 
paper, show of hands or input into an electronic device (or any other means of 
electronic voting) at the sole discretion of the Chair. 

 

 
25. PRESIDENT 

 
The President will represent the Committee and will chair each meeting of the Committee and 
the Executive. 

 

 
26. TWO VICE-PRESIDENTS 

 
26.1 The two Vice-Presidents will carry out the functions of President in the latter's 

absence or under delegation by the President. 
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26.2 Should the two Vice-Presidents be unable or unwilling so to act, in the absence of the 
President, at a meeting of the Committee or the Executive, then the meeting will elect 
from amongst the persons present a Chair of that Meeting. 

 

27. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
27.1 The Executive may appoint a Chief Executive Officer to hold office for the period 

determined at the time of appointment (but not for life) or without specifying a term 
and to hold the position of voting Executive member. 

 
27.2 The Executive, excluding the Chief Executive Officer, may, subject to the 

terms of any employment contract between the Chief Executive Officer and 
the Committee, at any time remove or dismiss the Chief Executive Officer, in 
which event the appointment as voting Executive member will automatically 
cease. 

 
27.3 The Executive, excluding the Chief Executive Officer, may: 

 
(1) confer on the Chief Executive Officer such of the powers exercisable by them, 

on such terms and conditions and with such restrictions as they think fit; and 
 

(2) withdraw or vary any of those powers conferred on the Chief Executive 
Officer. 

 

 
28. SECRETARY 

 
28.1 The Secretary may hold any other office in the Committee. 

 
28.2 The Secretary must:- 

 
(1) perform any duty or function required under the Act or by this Constitution to 

be performed by the Secretary of an Incorporated Association. 
 

(2) maintain the register of members in accordance with clause 30. 
 

(3) keep custody of the common seal in accordance with clause 37. 
 

(4) keep custody of all financial records, books, documents and securities of the 
Committee for at least seven years after transactions covered by the records 
were completed. 

 

(5) keep custody of the Financial Statements submitted to an annual general 
meeting of the Committee for at least seven years after the date of the annual 
general meeting. 

 
(6) subject to the Act and this Constitution, provide members with access to the 

register of members, the minutes of general meetings and other books and 
documents. 

 
(7) give to the Registrar notice of the Secretary’s appointment within 14 days 

after the appointment. 
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28.3 The position of Secretary may become vacant due to: 

 

(1) resignation in writing to the Executive; 
 

(2) retirement; 
 

(3) death; 
 

(4) ceasing to be resident in Australia; or 
 

(5) a direction of the Executive, including without limitation, termination. 
 

28.4 Should the position of Secretary become vacant the Executive must appoint a 
Secretary within 14 days of the vacancy arising. 

 

 
29. COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 

 
29.1 The Executive may appoint commissions and committees, not necessarily out of their 

number, and delegate to any such commission or committee or to a member of the 
Executive any of its powers, responsibilities and functions, other than: 

 
(1) this power of delegation; or 

 

(2) a duty imposed on the Committee by the Act or any other law. 
 

29.2 The delegation may be set out in a Charter adopted by the Executive for the 
commission or committee or otherwise be in writing and may be subject to such 
conditions and limitations the Executive considers appropriate. 

 
29.3 The Executive may, in writing, revoke a delegation including a Charter for a 

commission or committee, wholly or in part. 

 

 
30. REGISTER OF MEMBERS 

 
30.1 The Secretary will keep and maintain the register of Members in which will be 

entered the full name, address and date of entry of the name of each Member and 
the register will be available for inspection by Members at the address of the 
Secretary. 

 
30.2 Copies of the minutes of the meetings at which elections or replacement of Members 

have taken place, certified as true copies by the President and Chief Executive 
Officer, will be sent to the IOC. 

 

 
31. ORDER OF MERIT 

 
An Award to be known as Order of Merit may be conferred upon any person who, in the opinion 
of the Executive, has achieved remarkable merit in the sporting world, either through personal 
achievement or contribution to the development of sport. 
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32. DISCIPLINE, SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION OF MEMBERS AND INDIVIDUALS 

 
32.1 Where: 

 
(1) a National Federation ceases to satisfy the requirements of clause 7.2; or 

 
(2) a Recognised Organisation (if a Member): 

 
(a) ceases to be affiliated to an International Federation; or 

 
(b) is removed from membership by a vote of a special majority at a 

general meeting of which due notice has been given; or 

 
(3) the International Federation to which such a National Federation or 

Recognised Organisation is affiliated ceases to be recognised by the IOC; 

 
then such Bodies will automatically cease to be a member of the Committee 
from the happening of such events. 

 

32.2 Where a Member breaches this Constitution or any By-Law made pursuant to clause 
22.2, then such Member will be liable to suspension from membership of the 
Committee or such other sanction (including a fine) as the Executive in its absolute 
discretion determines and will also be liable to expulsion from membership of the 
Committee by a special majority at a general meeting. 

 
32.3 Where a person (whether or not a Member): 

 
(1) is found by the Executive to have: 

 
(a) breached this Constitution or any By-Law made pursuant to clause 

22.2; 

 
(b) breached any agreement between that person and the Committee; or 

 
(c) neglected or knowingly jeopardised the interests of the Committee or 

acted in a way which is unworthy of the Committee; 

 
or 

 
 

(2) in the case of a member of the IOC, is found by the IOC to have neglected or 
knowingly jeopardised the interests of the IOC or acted in a way which is 
unworthy of the IOC; 

 
the Executive may in its absolute discretion determine that the person is 
ineligible for membership of or selection in any Australian Olympic Team, 
Australian Olympic Winter Team or any other team selected by the 
Committee or to receive funding from or to hold any position on the AOC for 
such period as the Executive in its absolute discretion determines. 



33 AOC CONSTITUTION / 8 May 2021  

32.4 A Member or other person dissatisfied of a decision made in relation to it under 
clauses 32.2 or 32.3: 

 
(1) may appeal to the CAS within 14 days of receiving written notification of the 

decision and may not institute any other form of appeal nor maintain 
proceedings in any other court or tribunal; 

 
(2) surrenders any right they may have to commence proceedings in a court in 

relation to any such dispute or to file any appeal, review or recourse to any 
state court or other judicial authority from any arbitral award, decision or ruling 
issued by the CAS. In particular, and without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing and for further and better assurance notwithstanding that such 
provisions have no applicability, the Member or other person concerned will 
have no right of appeal under Sections 34 and 34A of the Commercial 
Arbitration Act of any Australian States or to apply for the determination of a 
question of law under Section 27J of such Act; and 

 

(3) pursuant to Article 192 of the Federal Code of Private International Law of 
Switzerland, will have no right to appeal to the Swiss Federal Supreme Court 
or any other canton court from any arbitral award, decision or ruling issued by 
the CAS and waives fully any and all actions for annulment in respect of such 
award, decision or ruling. 

 
32.5 The sole grounds of appeal against a decision of the Committee under clause 32.4 are 

that the decision was affected by actual bias or is obviously or self-evidently so 
unreasonable or perverse that it can be said to be irrational. 

 
32.6 Any appeal pursuant to clause 32.4 will be heard by the Appeals Arbitration Division 

of the CAS and conducted pursuant to the Code of Sports-Related Arbitration. The 
CAS will rule on its jurisdiction and has exclusive power to order provisional and 
conservatory measures. The award and decision of the CAS will be final. 

 
32.7 A Member may resign as a member of the Committee by giving 30 days written notice 

thereof to the Secretary, provided that such resignation will not affect the rights and 
duties of the Member up to and including the date of resignation. 

 

 
33. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

 
33.1 Notice of Dispute 

 
(1) Any Member may give written notice to the Chief Executive Officer of a 

dispute under this Constitution (not being a disciplinary matter within the 
meaning of clause 32) between: 

(a) a Member and another Member; or 

 
(b) a Member or Members and the Committee. 

 
 

(2) The Chief Executive Officer will, as soon as practicable, but within seven 
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days, forward written details of the dispute to the President and all parties to 
the dispute, requiring the parties to meet to discuss and attempt to resolve the 
dispute in good faith, within 14 days of the notice of dispute being forwarded 
to all parties or such other time as the parties agree. 

 
33.2 Dispute referred to mediation 

 
If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute at the meeting referred to in clause 
33.1(2), or if any party fails to attend that meeting, or the meeting does not occur, 
then, unless all parties agree to continue attempts to resolve the dispute in good 
faith, the parties shall proceed to mediate the dispute in accordance with the CAS 
Mediation Rules provided that the mediation must be completed within 30 days of 
the appointment of the mediator. 

 
For the purposes of this clause, the "CAS Mediation Rules" means the mediation 
rules adopted from time to time by the International Council of Arbitration for Sport 
pursuant to the Code of Sports-related Arbitration. 

 
33.3 If the dispute referred to mediation in accordance with clause 33.2 is not resolved, a 

party to the dispute 

 
(1) may apply to the CAS within 28 days of receiving written details of the dispute 

pursuant to clause 33.1(2) and may not institute any other form of application, 
appeal nor maintain proceedings in any other court or tribunal; 

 
(2) surrenders any right it may have to commence proceedings in a court in 

relation to any such dispute or to file any appeal, review or recourse to any 
state court or other judicial authority from any arbitral award, decision or ruling 
issued by the CAS. In particular, and without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing and for further and better assurance notwithstanding that such 
provisions have no applicability, the Member or other person concerned will 
have no right of appeal under Sections 34 and 34A of the Commercial 
Arbitration Act of any of the Australian states or to apply for the determination 
of a question of law under Section 27J of such Act; and 

 
(3) pursuant to Article 192 of the Federal Code of Private International Law of 

Switzerland, will have no right to appeal to the Swiss Federal Supreme Court 
or any other canton court from any arbitral award, decision or ruling issued by 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport and waives fully any and all actions for 
annulment in respect of such award, decision or ruling. 

 

33.4 Any application pursuant to clause 33.3 will be heard by the Ordinary Division of the 
CAS and be conducted pursuant to the Code of Sports-Related Arbitration. The CAS 
will rule on its jurisdiction and has exclusive power to order provisional and 
conservatory measures. The award and decision of the CAS will be final. 

 

 
34. AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

 
 

34.1 An addition or amendment to or rescission, wholly or in part of, of this Constitution 
may be made at a general meeting by resolution: 
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(1) of which 30 days' notice in writing has been given to the Secretary; 
 

(2) of which a copy of such notice has been forwarded to each voting Member 
and to each Delegate of a voting Body at least 21 days before the general 
meeting; and 

 
(3) which has been passed by a vote of a special majority at a general meeting. 

 
34.2 Amendments to the Constitution, certified as true copies by the President and the 

Chief Executive Officer, will be submitted to the IOC with a request for approval. 

 

 
35. FUNDS 

 
35.1 The funds of the Committee will be derived from sponsorship, licensing, advertising, 

donations, fundraising activities, grants, interest and any other sources approved by 
the Executive. 

 
35.2 All cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other negotiable 

instruments will be signed by any two of the Executive or officers of the Committee 
authorised so to do by the Executive. 

 

 
36. FINANCE 

 
36.1 The financial year of the Committee will commence on the first day of January and 

end on the thirty-first day of December in each calendar year. 

 
36.2 There will be no annual subscription or fee payable by any member of the 

Committee. 

 
36.3 The Executive must cause the Committee to: 

 
(1) open an account with a financial institution from which all expenditure of the 

Committee is made and into which all of the Committee’s revenue is 
deposited. 

(2) keep written financial records that: 

(a) correctly record and explain its transactions (including transactions 
undertaken as trustee), financial position and performance; and 

 
(b) enable true and fair financial statements to be prepared and audited, 

and must allow a member of the Executive and the auditor to inspect 
those records at all reasonable times. 

 
(3) prepare Financial Statements of the Committee and the annual statement in 

accordance with the Act. 
 

36.4 The Financial Statements of the Committee will be presented by the Chief Executive 
Officer to the annual general meeting of the Committee and circulated to all 
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Members. 
 

36.5 The Executive will appoint an Audit and Risk Committee. 
 

36.6 The Executive must cause Financial Statements of the Committee to be audited at 
least once in each financial year by the Independent Auditor and who will have the 
right to report on such findings at any meeting of the Committee. 

 
36.7 The Independent Auditor will be appointed by the Committee at an annual general 

meeting and will hold office until removal or resignation. The Independent Auditor 
may only be removed by the Committee pursuant to the procedure described in 
section 329 of the Corporations Act 2001 (other than in respect of notification to the 
Australian Securities and Investments Commission and the requirement of the 
Australian Securities and Investments Commission to consent to the Independent 
Auditor’s resignation or its power to make orders). 

 

36.8 In the event that there is a vacancy in the office of Independent Auditor between 
annual general meetings, the Executive will appoint an Independent Auditor to hold 
office until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting. 

 
36.9 The Executive will cause the Financial Statements of the Committee, the 

Independent Auditor’s report thereon and the Annual Report to be posted on the 
website of the Committee. 

 
 
37. SEAL 

 
37.1 The common seal of the Committee will be kept in the custody of the Secretary; 

 
37.2 The common seal will not be affixed to any instrument except by the authority of the 

Executive and the affixing of the common seal will be attested by the signatures 
either of two members of the Executive or of one member of the Executive and of the 
Secretary; 

 
37.3 The Secretary will record the use of the common seal in the minutes of the Executive 

and the seal register of the Committee. 

 

 
38. NOTICE 

 
38.1 Notice may be given by the Committee to any Member either by serving it personally 

or by sending it by post, electronic mail or any other technology at the address shown 
in the register of Members or the address supplied by the Member for the giving of 
notices. Communication other than by means of personal delivery, post, electronic 
mail or any other technology can only be used if the Executive has given its prior 
approval in writing. 

 
38.2 If a Notice is sent by: 

 
(1) post, service of the Notice is deemed to be effected by properly addressing, 

prepaying and posting a letter containing the Notice, and to be effected, on 
the third business day after the date of its posting. A Notice sent by post to an 
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overseas Member must be forwarded by air mail; 
 

(2) facsimile transmission, service of the Notice is deemed to be effected by 
properly addressing the facsimile transmission and transmitting it to the 
number supplied to the Committee for that purpose and to be effected on the 
next business day after the date of its transmission; and 

 
(3) email, service of the Notice is deemed to be effected by properly addressing 

the email address and transmitting it to the address supplied to the Committee 
for that purposes and to be effected on the next business day after the date of 
transmission unless the Committee is advised that the transmission failed to 
send to the addressee. 

 

38.3 The documents to be circulated with the agenda of an annual general meeting 
pursuant to clause 12.5(3) will be deemed to have been circulated if they: 

 
(1) accompany any personal delivery or are enclosed in the same envelope as 

the posting of the agenda; 
 

(2) are an attachment to the electronic mail by which is the agenda is given; or 
 

(3) are available for viewing and downloading by members of the public on and 
from the Committee’s website as and from the time the agenda is given, 
providing the agenda refers to this fact and provides details of the internet 
location of the Committee's website. 

 

 
39. WINDING UP OR CANCELLATION 

 
In the event of the winding up or the cancellation of the incorporation of the Committee and there 
remains after the satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities any property whatsoever the same will 
not be paid to or distributed amongst the Members but will be given or transferred in such manner 
as the IOC may in writing direct and in the event that there is no such direction, such property 
will be given or transferred to some other institution or institutions having objects similar or in 
part similar to the objects of the Committee and which will also prohibit the distribution of its or 
their property among its or their members such institution or institutions to be determined by the 
Members at or before the time of dissolution or in default thereof by the Chief Judge of such 
Court as may have or acquire jurisdiction in the matter. 

 
 
 

AMENDED on 8 May 202130 April 2022 

and EFFECTIVE immediately 



 
Attachment “A” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AOC Constitution 
30 April 2022 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE INCORPORATED 

ABN 33 052 258 241 | Registered No. A0004778J 
 
 
 
1. NAME 
Under the terms of the Olympic Charter in accordance with the provisions of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1981, a non-profit association called the "Australian Olympic Committee 
Incorporated" will hereby be constituted. 

 
2. DEFINITIONS 

 
2.1 Unless the contrary intention appears from the context: 

 
“Absolute majority” of the Executive, means a majority of the Executive 

members currently holding office and entitled to vote at 
the time (as distinct from a majority of Executive 
members present at an Executive meeting). 

 
“Act” means the Associations Incorporation Reform Act 2012 

of the State of Victoria and regulations 
 

“ANOC” means the Association of National Olympic 
Committees recognised by the IOC. 

 
“AOF” means the Australian Olympic Foundation established by 

Deed of Settlement dated 16 February 1996 between 
Julius Lockington Patching as Settlor, and Australian 
Olympic Foundation Limited as Trustee. 

 
“Athletes’ Rights and means the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities 
Responsibilities Declaration adopted by the IOC on proposal of the IOC 
Declaration” Athletes’ Commission as amended from time to time. 
 
“Australian Olympians’  
Association”  means the organisation interested in and associated 

with Olympians and the Olympic movement and 
recognised as such by the AOC Executive 

 
"Body" means an organisation admitted to membership of the 

Committee under clause 7 of the Constitution and the 
Athletes' Commission. 

 
“CAS” means the Court of Arbitration for Sport. 

 
"Committee" means the Australian Olympic Committee Incorporated, 

being the National Olympic Committee recognised by 
the IOC pursuant to the Olympic Charter. 

 
"Constitution" means this Constitution of the Australian Olympic 

Committee Incorporated. 
 



3 AOC CONSTITUTION / 8 May 2021  

"Delegate" means 
(a) a person duly elected or appointed by a Body; 
(b) in the case of the Athletes’ Commission, its Chair and 

Deputy Chair 
(c) in the case of the Australian Olympians’ Association, the 

person appointed by the Australian Olympians’ 
Association. 

 
“Electronic Mail” means facsimile or other means of electronic 

transmission of data approved from time to time by the 
Executive. 

 
"Executive" means the Executive elected in accordance 

with the Constitution. 
 

“Financial Statements” means the Statement of Financial Performance, Statement of 
Financial Position, Statement of Cash Flows and the Notes 
thereto. 

“Indigenous”  means a person of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 

descent who identifies as Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander. 

“Indigenous 

Advisory 

Committee” 

 

means the Indigenous Advisory Committee established 

by the Committee to guide reconciliation initiatives and 

advise the Committee in relation to Indigenous 

awareness and cultural appropriate practices. 

“IOC” means the International Olympic Committee. 

“Independent Auditor” means an auditor appointed by the Committee and who is 
eligible to be so appointed pursuant to the Act. 

 
“International means an international non-governmental organisation 
Federation recognised as an international federation by the IOC pursuant to 

the Olympic Charter. 
 

“Mail” means post or electronic mail. 
 

“Member” means a Body, IOC members, if any, who are citizens of 
Australia, the members of the Executive (including the Chief 
Executive Officer) and Life Members. 

 
“Member of an means a competitor, team official or other team personnel 
Australian Team” recognised by the Committee as a person associated with 

Australia’s participation in the Olympic Games, Olympic Winter 
Games, Youth Olympic Games, Youth Olympic Winter Games 
and Regional Games. 

 
“National Federation” means an Australian organisation affiliated to an International 
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Federation governing a sport included in the sports programme 
of the next Olympic Games or the next Olympic Winter Games. 

 
“Notice” means a notice, agenda or other document given to any 

Member under this Constitution. 
 
“Olympian” means any athlete who attended as an Olympic Team member 

for any Olympic Games or Winter Olympic Games of the 
National Olympic Committee of any country affiliated to the IOC 
since the inception of the modern Olympic Games. 

 
“Olympic Charter” means the codification of the Fundamental Principles of 

Olympism, Rules and By-Laws adopted by the IOC, as 
amended from time to time. It governs the organisation and 
operation of the Olympic Movement and sets forth the 
conditions for the celebration of the Olympic Games and the 
Olympic Winter Games. 

“Olympic Games” means the Olympic Games of an Olympiad convened by the 
IOC. 

 
“Olympic Winter means the Olympic Winter Games convened by the IOC. 
Games” 

 
“ONOC” means the Oceania National Olympic Committees recognised 

by the IOC. 
 

“Recognised means an Australian organisation affiliated to an 
Organisation” International Federation governing a sport not included in the 

sports programme of the next Olympic Games or the next 
Olympic Winter Games. 

 
“Regional Games” means regional, continental or world multi-sports competitions 

patronised by the IOC. 
 

“Secretary” means a person resident in Australia appointed by the 
Executive to be the Secretary of the Committee in accordance 
with Section 72 of the Act. 

 
“Special majority” means a majority of not less than three-fourths of the members 

voting at a general meeting. 
 

“State Organisations” means State and Territory organisations namely: 
; 
the Queensland Olympic Council Limited, 
the South Australian Olympic Council Incorporated,  
the Victorian Olympic Council Incorporated, and 
the Western Australian Olympic Council Incorporated. 

 
“Voting person” means a person entitled to vote at a general meeting of the 

Committee in accordance with clause 13.1 of the Constitution. 
 

2.2 Words of the plural number include the singular and vice versa. 
 

2.3 Words of the masculine sex include the feminine and vice versa. S/he means she or 
he, as applicable. 
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Where reference is made to a specific rule or By-Law of the Olympic Charter, such reference 
is to the version of the Olympic Charter as in force from 2 August 2015. Such references shall 
be deemed to refer to any Rule or By-Law that replaces or modifies them in any subsequent 
version of the Olympic Charter. 

 
 
3. INTERPRETATION 

 
3.1 Where this Constitution is inconsistent with a rule, regulation or directive of the IOC, 

the latter will prevail, and this Constitution, to the extent of the inconsistency, will be 
invalid. 

 
3.2 This Constitution is taken to constitute the terms of a contract between the 

Committee and its members. 
 

3.3 Where this Constitution does not make provision for a matter as required by section 
47(2) of the Act, the Model Rules prescribed by the regulations and available on the 
Consumer Affairs Victoria website consumer.vic.gov.au, to the extent that they make 
provision for that matter, are taken to be included in this Constitution. 

 
3.4 Any dispute as to the meaning of this Constitution must be referred to the Executive 

for determination. 
 

3.5 Should a Member be dissatisfied as to the determination of the Executive under 
clause 3.4, the Member concerned: 

 
(1) may appeal to the CAS within 14 days of receiving written notification of the 

decision and may not institute any other form of appeal nor maintain 
proceedings in any other court or tribunal; 

 
(2) surrenders any right it may have to commence proceedings in a court in 

relation to any such dispute or to file any appeal, review or recourse to any 
state court or other judicial authority from any arbitral award, decision or ruling 
issued by the CAS. In particular, and without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing and for further and better assurance notwithstanding that such 
provisions have no applicability, the Member or other person concerned will 
have no right of appeal under section 34 and 34A of the Commercial 
Arbitration Act of any of the Australian States or to apply for the determination 
of a question of law under section 27J of such Act; and 

 
(3) pursuant to Article 192 of the Federal Code of Private International Law of 

Switzerland, will have no right to appeal to the Swiss Federal Supreme Court 
or any other canton court from any arbitral award, decision or ruling issued by 
the CAS and waives fully any and all actions for annulment in respect of such 
award, decision or ruling. 

 
3.6 Any appeal pursuant to clause 3.5 will be conducted pursuant to the Code of Sports- 

Related Arbitration. The CAS will rule on its jurisdiction. The award and decision of 
the CAS will be final. 
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4. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF OLYMPISM 
(ADOPTED BY THE IOC AND CODIFIED IN THE OLYMPIC CHARTER) 

 
1. Olympism is a philosophy of life, exalting and combining in a balanced whole the 

qualities of body, will and mind. Blending sport with culture and education, Olympism 
seeks to create a way of life based on the joy of effort, the educational value of good 
example, social responsibility and respect for universal fundamental ethical principles. 

 
2. The goal of Olympism is to place sport at the service of the harmonious development 

of humankind, with a view to promoting a peaceful society concerned with the 
preservation of human dignity. 

 
3. The Olympic Movement is the concerted, organised, universal and permanent action, 

carried out under the supreme authority of the IOC, of all individuals and entities who 
are inspired by the values of Olympism. It covers the five continents. It reaches its 
peak with the bringing together of the world's athletes at the great sports festival, the 
Olympic Games. Its symbol is five interlaced rings. 

 
4. The practice of sport is a human right. Every individual must have the possibility of 

practising sport, without discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, which 
requires mutual understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidarity and fair play. 

 
5. Recognising that sport occurs within the framework of society, sports organisations 

within the Olympic Movement shall apply political neutrality. They shall have the rights 
and obligations of autonomy, which include freely establishing and controlling the rules 
of sport, determining the structure and governance of their organisations, enjoying the 
right of elections free from any outside influence and the responsibility for ensuring that 
principles of good governance be applied. 

 
6. The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Olympic Charter shall be 

secured without discrimination of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, sexual 
orientation, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, 
property, birth or other status. 

 
7. Belonging to the Olympic Movement requires compliance with the Olympic Charter and 

recognition by the IOC. 
 
 
5. HUMAN RIGHTS SECURED 

 
The enjoyment of the rights and freedoms set forth in this Constitution shall be secured without 
discrimination of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, sexual orientation, language, religion, 
political or other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status. 

 
 
6. OBJECTS 

 
The objects of the Committee are: 

 
6.1 to develop, promote and protect the principles of Olympism and the Olympic 

Movement in Australia in accordance with the Olympic Charter and all regulations 
and directives issued by the IOC; 
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6.2 to promote, raise awareness of and encourage participation in sport for benefits of 
health, longevity, fitness, skill, achievement, social interaction, wellbeing and other 
benefits of exercise for all individuals in Australia; 

 
6.3 in support of the above objects, to effect its exclusive authority for the representation 

and participation by Australia at the Olympic Games, Olympic Winter Games, Youth 
Olympic Games, Youth Olympic Winter Games and at Regional Games and do all 
matters incidental thereto, including the selection and discipline of all members of the 
teams to represent Australia at those Games. The Committee is obliged to 
participate in the Olympic Games and Olympic Winter Games by sending athletes; 

 
6.4 to promote the fundamental principles and values of Olympism in Australia, in 

particular, in the fields of sport and education, by promoting Olympic sporting and 
health, educational programmes in all levels of schools, sports and physical 
education institutions and universities, as well as by encouraging the creation of 
institutions dedicated to Olympic education, such as National Olympic Academies, 
Olympic Museums and other programmes, including cultural, related to the Olympic 
Movement; 

 
6.5 to ensure the observance of the Olympic Charter in Australia; 

 
6.6 to recognise the heritage, culture and contribution of our nation’s first people, and to 

give practical support to the issue of indigenous reconciliation through sport; 
 

6.7 to encourage the development of sport for all for the health, wellbeing and other 
benefits to all individuals in Australia, and in support and encouragement of those 
objects, the development of high performance sport as the pinnacle of the benefits of 
sporting participation; 

 
6.8 to take action against any form of discrimination and violence in sport; 

 
6.9 to adopt and implement the World Anti-Doping Code; 

 
6.10 to encourage and support measures relating to the medical care and health of 

athletes; 
 

6.11 to protect clean athletes and the integrity of sport by being a leading advocate in the 
fight against doping in Australia, and by taking action against all forms of 
manipulation of competition and related corruption; 

 
6.12 to exercise its exclusive authority to select and designate the city or cities which may 

apply to organise Olympic Games in Australia; 
 

6.13 in order to fulfil these objects, the Committee may cooperate with governmental 
bodies. The Committee shall not associate itself with any activity which would be in 
contradiction with the Olympic Charter. The Committee may also cooperate with non- 
governmental bodies; 

 
6.14 to protect its independence, maintain and promote its political neutrality, preserve its 

autonomy and the autonomy of sport and resist all pressures of any kind, including 
but not limited to political, legal, religious or economic pressures which may prevent 
the Committee from complying with the Olympic Charter; 
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6.15 to promote and respect the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities Declaration; 
 

6.16 the Committee has the right to: 
 

(1) designate, identify or refer to itself as the Australian Olympic Committee 
(AOC) which designation or identification must be included or referred to in its 
name; 

 
(2) send competitors, team officials and other team personnel to the Olympic 

Games in compliance with the Olympic Charter; 
 

(3) benefit from the assistance of Olympic Solidarity; 
 

(4) use certain Olympic properties as authorised by the IOC and in compliance 
with the Olympic Charter; 

 
(5) take part in activities led or patronised by the IOC, including Regional Games; 

 
(6) belong to ANOC and ONOC; 

 
(7) formulate proposals to the IOC concerning the Olympic Charter and the 

Olympic Movement, including the organisation of the Olympic Games; 
 

(8) give its opinions concerning the candidatures for the organisation of the 
Olympic Games; 

 
(9) participate, on request from the IOC, in the activities of the IOC commissions; 

 
(10) collaborate in the preparation of Olympic Congresses; 

 
(11) exercise other rights as granted to the Committee by the Olympic Charter or 

by the IOC; and 
 

6.17 to do all such other acts and things incidental to the attainment of these objectives. 
 

6.18 the Committee is a not-for-profit association. The assets and income of the Committee 
shall be applied solely in furtherance of its objects and as set out in this Constitution, 
and no portion shall be distributed directly or indirectly to the members of the 
Committee except as bona fide compensation for services rendered or expenses 
incurred on behalf of the Committee. 

 
7. MEMBERSHIP 

 
7.1 Membership of the Committee is: 

 
(1) the Executive (including the Chief Executive Officer); 

 
(2) the members of the IOC, if any, who are citizens of Australia; 

 
(3) the National Federations; 

 
(4) the State Organisations; 

 
(5) the Athletes’ Commission in accordance with clause 9; 
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(6) the Recognised Organisations admitted to membership in accordance with 

clause 7.3 or 7.4; 
 

(7) Life Members; 
 

(8) Any Honorary Life President; and 
 

(9) the Australian Olympians’ Association. 
 

7.2 A National Federation will, subject to clause 32, be submitted and remain a member 
of the Committee upon it: 

 
(1) being and continuing to be affiliated to an International Federation governing a 

sport included in the programme of the next Olympic Games or the next 
Olympic Winter Games; and 

 
(2) exercising and continuing to exercise real and specific sports activity; and 

 
(3) and continuing to conduct its activities in compliance with this Constitution, the 

Olympic Charter and the rules of its International Federation; 

providing that only one National Federation for each sport included in the programme 
of the next Olympic Games or the next Olympic Winter Games will be admitted to 
membership. 

 
7.3 A Recognised Organisation will, subject to clause 32, be submitted and remain a 

member of the Committee upon it: 
(1) having been included in the sports program for the next Youth Olympic Games 

or the next Youth Olympic Winter Games or the next Regional Games and for 
which in the case of Regional Games, the AOC Executive has received and 
accepted an invitation from the relevant Continental Association to participate; 
and 

(2) it being a sport that is no longer included in the sports program of the next 
Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games, the National Federation(s) will at 
the conclusion of such Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games, be a 
Recognised Organisation of the AOC without having to apply. 
 

7.4 The Committee may, at an annual general meeting, approve by special majority the 
admission of a new member other than a National Federation, provided that should 
such new member be: 

 
(1) a State Organisation, then the Executive has first approved its constitution 

pursuant to clause 10.6 hereof and provided that only one State Organisation 
for each State and Territory of Australia will be admitted to membership; 

 
(2) a Recognised Organisation, then such admission may be for a specified 

period and provided that only one Recognised Organisation for each sport not 
included in the programme of the next Olympic Games or the next Olympic 
Winter Games will be admitted to membership;  

7.5  
(1) Life membership of the Committee may be conferred by the Executive upon a 

person who has served as an elected member of the Executive for at least 
thirteen (13) years, and who has rendered outstanding service to the Olympic 
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Movement and sport. 
 

(2) Life members comprise: 
 

(a) those upon whom Life membership has been conferred by the 
Executive as at 4 May 2019; and 

 
(b) those upon whom, having met the criteria in clause 7.4(1), Life 

membership is conferred by the Executive at any time and from time to 
time after 4 May 2019. 

 
(3) A Life Member will be a permanent member of the Committee without voting 

power but subject to clauses 12.2, 13.2 and 16.3, if: 
 

(a) elected as an office bearer of the Committee or as a member of the 
Executive or appointed to a commission or committee by the Executive 
will be entitled to vote within the Committee, the Executive or within that 
commission or committee whichever the case may be; and 

(b) a member of the IOC, a member of the Executive or a Delegate of a 
National Federation will have the voting rights attached to such a 
position. 

 
7.6  

(1)  Honorary Life President of the Committee may be conferred by the 
Executive upon a person who has served as elected President of the 
Committee for at least thirteen (13) years, and who has rendered 
outstanding service to the Olympic Movement and sport; and 

 
(2) An Honorary Life President will be a permanent member of the Committee 

without voting power but, subject to clauses 12.2, 13.2 and 16.3, if a 
member of the Executive by virtue of being a member of the IOC or if a 
Delegate of a National Federation will have the voting rights attached to 
such a position. 

 
7.7 A person may simultaneously be the Honorary Life President and a Life Member. 

 
 
8. PATRONS 

 
The Committee will appoint: 

 
 

(1) a Patron-in-Chief, to fill which position the Governor-General of Australia for 
the time being will be invited to extend his patronage; and 

 
(2) a Patron, to fill which position the Prime Minister of Australia for the time being 

will be invited to extend his patronage. 
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9. ATHLETES' COMMISSION 
 

9.1 The Athletes' Commission will comprise: 
 

(1) eight members elected at each Olympic Games by the athletes who are 
members of the Australian Olympic Team competing at those Olympic 
Games, including: 
(a) one Aboriginal athlete and one Torres Strait Islander athlete 

where no Indigenous athletes are currently members of the 
Athletes’ Commission; 

(b) one Aboriginal athlete where there is one Torres Strait Islander 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission; 

(c) one Torres Strait Islander athlete where there one Aboriginal 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission. 

 
If there are no eligible Torres Strait Islander athletes available for election, then an Aboriginal 
athlete may be elected in place of a Torres Strait Islander athlete.  If there are no eligible 
Aboriginal athletes available for election, then a Torres Strait Islander athlete may be elected 
in place of an Aboriginal athlete; 
 

(2) two members elected at each Olympic Winter Games by the athletes 
who are members of the Australian Olympic Winter Team competing at 
those Olympic Winter Games, including: 
(a) one Aboriginal athlete and one Torres Strait Islander athlete 

where no Indigenous athletes are currently members of the 
Athletes’ Commission; 

(b) one Aboriginal athlete where there is one Torres Strait Islander 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission; 

(c) one Torres Strait Islander athlete where there one Aboriginal 
athlete who is currently a member of the Athletes’ Commission. 

 
If there are no eligible Torres Strait Islander athletes available for election, then 
an Aboriginal athlete may be elected in place of a Torres Strait Islander athlete.  
If there are no eligible Aboriginal athletes available for election, then a Torres 
Strait Islander athlete may be elected in place of an Aboriginal athlete; 

 
(3) up to two members who may be appointed at any time by the Executive. If there 

are no Indigenous athletes that are members of the Athletes’ Commission, then 
the Executive must exercise its right under this clause to appoint two Indigenous 
athletes. If there is one Indigenous athlete that is a member of the Athletes’ 
Commission, then the Executive must exercise its right under this clause to 
appoint one Indigenous athlete. If there are no Indigenous athletes who are 
eligible under clause 9.2 below, then Executive does not need to appoint any 
Indigenous athletes; 
 

(4) any member of the IOC Athletes’ Commission who is a citizen of Australia and who 
was nominated by the Committee to the IOC for election to such position; and 

 
(5) any member of the Athletes’ Commission of ONOC who is a citizen of Australia and 

who was nominated by the Committee to ONOC for election to such position. 
 

9.2 To be eligible for election or appointment to the Athletes’ Commission a person must 
be: 
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(1) at least 18 years of age and must not have been sanctioned for a doping 
offence during the person’s sports career; 

 
(2) in the case of an elected member: 

(a) nominated by an Athletes’ Commission of a National Federation, 
provided the charter of the Athletes’ Commission has been approved 
by the Committee (unless the athlete is an Indigenous athlete, in 
which case the athlete may self-nominate, be nominated by any 
National Federation or be nominated the Indigenous Advisory 
Committee); and 

 
(b) a participant in the Olympic Games or an Olympic Winter Games 

during which the election is held or have participated at the previous 
Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games; 

 
(3) in the case of an appointed member – a participant at either or both the 

previous two Olympic Games or the previous two Olympic Winter Games last 
staged before the appointment. 

 
9.3 The persons elected at an: 

 
(1) Olympic Games must comprise not less than three males and not less than 

three females;  
 

(2) Olympic Winter Games must comprise one of each sex; 

and no more than one male and one female athlete from any one sport on the Olympic 
programme may be elected or appointed to the Athletes’ Commission, except where 
additional male or female athletes are Indigenous athletes. 

 
9.4 Election of members of the Athletes’ Commission will be conducted according to the 

following procedure: 
 

(1) At or prior to the Opening Ceremony each nominated athlete will advise the 
Chef de Mission of the Australian Olympic Team or Australian Olympic Winter 
Team (as the case may be) whether the athlete is willing to be a candidate for 
election to the Athletes’ Commission; 

 
(2) The Chef de Mission will cause the names of each such candidate to be 

recorded on a voting form (which may be either electronic or paper) and 
distributed to each Team member who is an athlete. Only Team members 
who are athletes may vote; 

 
(3) If the voting form is distributed: 

 
(a) electronically, each voter will indicate the names of the candidates 

whom the voter wishes to elect. Should any voter vote for more than 
the number of candidates to be elected, then the voting form and the 
votes recorded thereon will be void; 

 
(b) distributed by paper, each voter will place a mark on the list of 

candidates next to the names of the candidates whom the voter wishes 
to elect. Each such mark will count as one vote for the candidate 
concerned. Should any voter vote for more than the number of 
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candidates to be elected, then the voting paper and the votes recorded 
thereon will be void; 

 
(4) Voting by proxy or by correspondence is not permitted; 

 
(5) Voting must occur over at least three days and will close no later than the day 

before the Closing Ceremony. Voting will take place in the Olympic Village 
and at such other locations as the Chef de Mission considers appropriate; 

 
(6) Subject to the requirements concerning the sex of members of the Athletes’ 

Commission and requirements regarding Indigenous members of the 
Athletes’ Commission, the relevant number of highest polling candidates 
will be deemed to be elected to the Athletes’ Commission. In the event of a 
tie, preference will be given to the youngest candidate; and 

 
(7) The Chef de Mission will announce the results of the election prior to the 

Closing Ceremony. 
 

9.5 Subject to clause 24.4, each person elected at an Olympic Games will hold office 
from the commencement of the day after the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic 
Games at which election occurs and will cease to hold office at the conclusion of the 
day of the Closing Ceremony of the next succeeding Olympic Games. 

 
9.6 Subject to clause 24.4, each person elected at an Olympic Winter Games will hold 

office from the commencement of the day after the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic 
Winter Games at which election occurs and will cease to hold office at the conclusion 
of the day of the Closing Ceremony of the next succeeding Olympic Winter Games. 

 
9.7 Subject to clause 24.4, each person appointed pursuant to clause 9.1(3) will hold 

office for a period of four years from the date of their appointment and any person 
holding office pursuant to 

 
(1) clause 9.1(4) will hold office whilst and for so long as the person is a member 

of the IOC Athletes’ Commission; and 
 

(2) clause 9.1(5) will hold office whilst and so long as the person is a member of 
the Athletes’ Commission of ONOC. 

 
9.8 Within two months of the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic Games and within two 

months of the Closing Ceremony of the Olympic Winter Games (or by the next AOC 
Executive meeting, whichever is the earlier), the Athletes’ Commission will meet and 
at that meeting elect their Chair and Deputy Chair who will each hold office until the 
next ensuing election according to this clause. 

 
9.9 Persons of different sex must hold the positions of Chair and Deputy Chair of the 

Athletes’ Commission. 
 

9.10 In the event of any vacancy occurring on the Athletes' Commission through death, 
removal or resignation, the following procedures will apply: 

 
(1) The person eligible for appointment under clause 9.2 who received the next 

highest number of votes in the ballots at the election conducted according to 
clause 9.4 procedures and, subject to the conditions set out in clauses 9.1 
and 9.3, will be automatically appointed for the balance of the term of the 
member the person replaces. 
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(2) If two or more persons received the next highest number of votes in the 
ballots at the relevant election, then the preference will be given to the 
youngest candidate. 

 
(3) If the person appointed to fill that vacancy is unable or unwilling to take up 

office then a replacement will be appointed according to the procedures set 
out in clauses 9.10(1) and 9.10(2) until the vacancy is filled. 

 
(4) If there are no eligible candidates to fill the vacancy, then the remaining 

members of the Athletes’ Commission will appoint a person to fill the vacancy 
provided the person appointed fulfils the eligibility criteria set out in clauses 
9.1, 9.2 and 9.3. 

 
9.11 The Athletes' Commission will: 

 
(1) advise the Executive on all matters relating to athletes within the Olympic 

Movement provided that matters specific to a sport will be addressed between 
the National Federation of that sport and its Athletes’ Commission (if any); 
and 

 
(2) promote and respect the Athletes’ Rights and Responsibilities Declaration 

within the Olympic Movement. 
 

For this purpose, the Athletes' Commission will meet at least twice a year with the 
prior approval of the Chief Executive Officer and at the expense of the Committee 
and for such meetings a quorum will consist of six persons. 

 
9.12 The members of the Athletes’ Commission must: 

 
(1) act solely in the best interests of the Committee and its members as a whole. 

 
(2) exercise their powers and discharge their duties with reasonable care and 

diligence, in good faith and for a proper purpose. 
 

(3) not make improper use of: 
(a) their position; or 

(b) information acquired by virtue of holding their position 

so as to gain an advantage for themselves or any other person or to cause detriment 
to the Committee. 

 
9.13 At meetings of the Athletes’ Commission, any member of the Athletes’ Commission 

who has a material personal interest in a matter being considered at such meeting 
must: 

 
(1) disclose the nature and extent of that interest to the meeting. 

 
(2) not be present while the matter is being considered at the meeting; and 

 
(3) not vote on the matter. 
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9.14 Clause 9.13 of this Constitution does not apply to a material personal interest that 
exists only because the Athletes’ Commission member is a member of the Athletes’ 
Commission. 

 
10. STATE ORGANISATIONS 

 

10.1 Each State Organisation is subject to the control and direction of the Committee as 
the National Olympic Committee for Australia. 

 
10.2 It is the responsibility of each State Organisation to: 

 
(1) Assist the Committee in raising funds for Australian athletes to prepare for 

and participate in Olympic Games; 
 

(2) Assist the Australian Olympians’ Association by providing 
administrative and personnel support; 

 
(3) Promote Olympism in each State; 

 
(4) Liaise with State Governments, Departments and Institutes of Sport; and 

 
(5) Provide Olympic educational material when required. 

 
10.3 State Organisations may only raise funds on behalf of the Committee and subject to 

the Committee's control and direction at all times. In so raising funds the State 
Organisations must provide to the Chief Executive Officer precise details of such 
fundraising activities including timing, financial arrangements, proposed budgets, 
artwork, prizes, publicity and general plans of operation. 

 
10.4 Each State Organisations may, with the prior knowledge and approval of the 

Executive, retain: 
 

(1) monies granted to such Body by its State or Territory Government where such 
grant(s) are for the purpose of assisting in the administration of the State 
Organisation or for the purpose of assisting sport in its State or Territory; and 

(2) monies from fundraising conducted by the State Organisation in order to 
assist in the administration of the State Organisation. 

 
10.5 (1) The constitution of each State Organisation is subject to approval by the  

        Executive. 

(2) Constitutions so approved may subsequently be amended by the State 
Organisation concerned, providing that such amendments are submitted 
to the Executive within 21 days of the meeting at which such 
amendments are adopted by the State Organisation. 

(3) It will be the duty of the Executive to approve, without delay, such 
constitution and subsequent amendments to the constitution as may be 
submitted by the State Organisation provided that the said constitution 
and amendments as referred to comply in every respect with the 
provisions of this Constitution, or of the By-Laws made hereunder. 

(4) Any such constitution or subsequent amendments to the constitution as 
submitted by the State Organisations, and not approved by the 
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Executive, will be declared invalid by the Executive and the State 
Organisation notified accordingly. 

(5) Upon receipt of such notification the State Organisation concerned will 
forthwith cease to administer its affairs in accordance with the provisions 
of the said constitution or amendments thereto, as declared invalid by 
the Executive. 

(6) The Executive will have power to issue interim approval of any 
constitution or subsequent amendments thereto, as submitted by the 
State Organisations, subject to amendment or further amendment, as 
the case may be, by the State Organisation at the direction of the 
Executive. 

(7) Where such interim approval is issued, the State Organisation 
concerned will be given a specific period in which to effect such 
amendments. Should the amendments not be effected within the time 
specified, then the constitutional amendments will be declared invalid by 
the Executive. 

 
10.6 Where the constitution of a State Organisation is inconsistent with this Constitution, 

the latter will prevail and the constitution of the State Organisations, to the extent of 
the inconsistency, will be invalid. 

 
 
11. POWERS 

 
11.1 Subject to the Constitution, the Committee has the full power, jurisdiction and 

authority to do all things necessary to carry out the business, the affairs and the 
objects of the Committee. 

11.2 The Committee is the Primary Beneficiary of the AOF. From time to time the 
Committee may have assets or funds not immediately required or designated for the 
requirements of the Committee, or surplus to the forecast expenditure of the 
Committee. The Committee is empowered, and authorised, without any legal 
obligation, and without limiting in any way sub-clause 11.1 to provide or give such 
funds to the AOF in such manner and at such times as the Committee determines 
(including by way of additional settlement upon the AOF), so that such funds may be 
invested or otherwise utilised by the AOF for the furtherance of the Committee’s 
objects in the future. 

 
12. GENERAL MEETINGS 

 

12.1 the Committee in general meeting will comprise: 

(1) the Executive; 

(2) the members of the IOC, if any, who are citizens of Australia 

(3) National Federations each represented by two Delegates; 

(4) State Organisations each represented by two Delegates; 

(5) the Athletes’ Commission represented by its Chair and Deputy Chair; 

(6) Recognised Organisations admitted to membership in accordance with clause 
7.3, each represented by one Delegate; 
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(7) Life Members of the Committee; 

(8) Any Honorary Life President;  

(9) the Australia Olympians’ Association represented by one person appointed 
by the Australia Olympians’ Association; and 

(10) the Indigenous Advisory Committee represented by its Chair and Deputy 
Chair. 

 
12.2 Each Delegate cannot represent more than one organisation within the Committee. 

 
12.3 The Committee will meet at least once a year, provided that the Executive will 

convene the annual general meeting before 31 May each year. 
 

12.4 Additional meetings of the Committee will be summoned by the Secretary when so 
directed by the Executive or upon a written request of not less than ten National 
Federations. 

 
12.5 The business of the annual general meeting will include: 

 
(1) in the annual general meeting convened in a year following an Olympic 

Games, the election of the office bearers and the remaining members of the 
Executive excluding the Chief Executive Officer; 

(2) in all annual general meetings other than those convened in a year following 
an Olympic Games, the election of any person to replace a casual vacancy in 
the position of office bearer or member of the Executive pursuant to clauses 
24.1. and 24.2 hereof; 

 
(3) in all annual general meetings: 

(a) the confirmation of the minutes of the preceding annual general 
meeting and of any general meeting held since that meeting; 

 
(b) the presentation by the Chief Executive Officer of the Annual Report, 

the Financial Statements of the Committee and the Independent 
Auditor's report thereon which documents will be circulated with the 
agenda; 

 
(c) the appointment of the Independent Auditor if there is a vacancy in the 

office of auditor of the Committee; 
 

(d) the election of any new member/s pursuant to clause 7.3. 
 

12.6 A quorum will consist of one-third of the National Federations represented by at least 
one Delegate each. 
If, within half an hour after the appointed time for the commencement of a general 
meeting, a quorum is not present: 

 
(1) in the case of a meeting convened upon the request of National Federations 

pursuant to clause 12.4, the meeting must be dissolved; and 

(2) in any other case, the meeting shall stand adjourned to the same day in the 
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next week at the same time and (unless another place is specified by the 
Chair at the time of the adjournment or by written notice to Members given 
before the day to which the meeting is adjourned) at the same place. 

 
If at the adjourned meeting the quorum is not present within half an hour after the 
time appointed for the commencement of the meeting, the Members present shall 
be a quorum. 

 
12.7 A notice of a general meeting will be given at least 60 days prior to that meeting to 

each Member. 
 

12.8 Should any Member desire to have any matter included in the agenda of a meeting, 
the Member will give written notice thereof to the Secretary not less than 30 days 
prior to the meeting. 

 
12.9 The agenda for a meeting will be provided to each Member by the Secretary, in 

accordance with clause 38, at least 21 days prior to the meeting. 
 

12.10 Notwithstanding the provisions of clause 12.9 hereof, the Executive may, in its 
absolute discretion and at any time, include additional items on the agenda of a 
meeting where it is of the opinion that such additional items warrant inclusion. 

 
12.11 A visitor, defined as any person other than a person indicated in clause 12.1, may, at 

the absolute discretion of the President, attend a meeting of the Committee but will 
not take part in the proceedings unless by a direct invitation of the President nor have 
a vote. 

12.12 If the Executive does not cause a notice of a general meeting to be given under 
clause 12.7 within 14 days after the date on which the Secretary is sent a request 
under clause 12.4, the National Federations making the request, or any of them, may 
convene a general meeting to be held no later than 84 days after that date. 

 
12.13 If a general meeting is convened by National Federations in accordance with clause 

12.12, it must be convened in the same manner so far as possible as a meeting 
convened by the Executive and all reasonable expenses incurred in convening the 
general meeting must be reimbursed by the Committee to the National Federations 
incurring the expenses. 

 
13. VOTING 

 
13.1 Each Delegate of the National Federations, members of the Executive, the Chair and 

Deputy Chair of the Athletes' Commission, the Chair and Deputy Chair of the 
Indigenous Advisory Committee and the members of the IOC, if any, who are 
citizens of Australia will be entitled to one vote on every motion or amendment 
thereof. 

 
13.2 Where a person is present at a meeting of the Committee in more than one capacity 

which entitles them to vote, that person is only entitled to one vote. 
 

13.3 The Chair of the meeting will have a casting vote in addition to the Chair’s 
deliberative vote. 

 
13.4 Each vote will be given personally. 

 
 



19 AOC CONSTITUTION / 8 May 2021  

 
13.5 If a question arising at a general meeting of the Committee is determined on a show 

of hands: 
 

(1) a declaration by the Chair that a resolution has been: 
 

(a) carried whether or not by a particular majority or unanimously; or 
 

(b) lost; and 
 

(2) an entry to that effect in the minute book of the Committee; 
 

is evidence of the fact, without proof of the number or proportion of the votes 
recorded in favour of, or against, that resolution. 

 
14. PROXIES 

 
In the event of a Delegate being unable to attend a meeting of the Committee, a proxy 
Delegate may be appointed in writing, electronic mail or any other technology from the 
secretary or other authorised officer of the relevant Body or, in the case of the Athletes' 
Commission the Chair thereof. The appointment notice will be tendered at the time of 
the commencement of the meeting. 

 
 
15. TECHNOLOGY 

 
15.1 The Committee may hold its general meetings by using any technology that allows 

members to clearly and simultaneously communicate with each other participating 
member. 

 
15.2 A member of the Committee who participates in a general meeting in a manner 

permitted under clause 15.1 is taken to be present at the meeting and, if the member 
votes at the meeting, is taken to have voted in person. 

 
16. THE EXECUTIVE 

 
16.1 Each member of the Executive will not represent any particular body or sport and will 

represent the Olympic Movement at large. 
 

16.2 The Executive of the Committee will be: 
 

(1) the President; 
 

(2) two Vice-Presidents; 
 

(3) the members of the IOC who are citizens of Australia and elected to the IOC 
pursuant to paragraphs 2.2.2 and 2.2.5 of the By-Law to Rule 16 of the 
Olympic Charter; 

 
(4) the Chief Executive Officer who will be appointed by the Executive and be a 

voting member; 
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(5) seven Members elected from those nominated by the National Federations, 

which election will be at the annual general meeting of the Committee first 
convened after an Olympic Games; and 

 
(6) the Chair of the Athletes’ Commission and the Deputy Chair of the Athletes’ 

Commission, provided that if there is a member of the IOC who is a citizen of 
Australia and elected to the IOC pursuant to paragraph 2.2.2 of the By-Law to 
Rule 16 of the Olympic Charter, then the Chair of the Athletes’ Commission 
will be the sole ex officio member of the Executive from the Athletes' 
Commission provided further that if the Chair is such an IOC member, then 
the sole ex officio member of the Athletes' Commission on the Executive will 
be the Deputy Chair. Any officer of the Athletes' Commission who is ex officio 
a member of the Executive may appoint another member of the Athletes’ 
Commission who is not otherwise a member of the Executive to act as the 
member’s alternate to attend meetings of the Executive and vote thereat in 
the event that the appointor is unable to act personally by reason of sport 
commitments, illness, absence or other cause. 

 
16.3 Where a person is present at a meeting of the Executive in more than one capacity 

which entitles them to vote, that person is only entitled to one vote. 
16.4 The President, Vice-Presidents and those members of the Executive elected 

pursuant to clause 16.2(5) will hold office until the conclusion of the annual general 
meeting first convened after the Olympic Games next succeeding their election. All 
other members of the Executive will hold office whilst and for so long as they satisfy 
the conditions attaching to their appointment. 

 
16.5 Each National Federation will be entitled to nominate one person for election as an 

Executive member in accordance with sub-clause 16.2(5). Such nominations will be 
signed by the person nominated and will be made in writing to the Secretary not less 
than 30 days prior to the date of the annual general meeting. The Secretary will 
cause such nominations to be included in the agenda of the annual general meeting 
in question. In the event that the number of nominations for the respective positions 
as Executive members does not exceed the number of vacancies, then the 
candidates will be declared elected. In the event that the number of candidates 
exceeds the number of positions available then such candidates will be elected in 
accordance with the method of voting described in the next succeeding clause. 

 
16.6 The election of each member of the Executive pursuant to clause 16.2(5) will be by 

an exhaustive ballot to be decided between all candidates eligible for election in 
accordance with the following rules: 

 
(1) each voting person will write on the ballot paper (or input into an electronic 

device or any other means of electronic voting prescribed from time to time by 
the Chair under clause 16.6(9)), the name of the candidate most preferred. 
Such votes will then be counted and if any candidate receives an absolute 
majority of formal votes cast, such candidate will be elected to office; 

 
(2) if no candidate receives an absolute majority of formal votes cast in 

accordance with 16.6(1) hereof the candidate who receives the least number 
will be eliminated provided that if a candidate receives no votes, that 
candidate, together with the candidate who receives the least number of votes 
will be eliminated; 
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(3) a further ballot or ballots will then be conducted between the remaining 
candidates in accordance with the rules herein set out until one candidate 
receives an absolute majority of formal votes cast and upon a candidate 
receiving an absolute majority of formal votes cast as aforesaid such 
candidate will be elected to office; 

 
(4) if after a ballot has been conducted any two or more candidates receive an 

equal number of votes and it is necessary for one of them to be eliminated 
then a special ballot will be held in accordance with the rules herein set out to 
decide which of such candidates will be eliminated; 

 
(5) if after a special ballot in accordance with 16.6(4) has been conducted 

between three or more candidates no candidate has received a greater 
number of votes than the other candidates then the Chair will nominate one 
candidate who will not be eliminated and a further special ballot will be held 
between the candidates not so nominated to determine which of them will be 
eliminated; 

 
(6) if on any ballot between two candidates such candidates receive an equal 

number of votes then the Chair will have a casting vote to decide the issue 
between such candidates; 

 
(7) at any time when it is necessary for a candidate to be eliminated the Chair will 

only declare the name of the candidate or candidates to be eliminated and will 
not disclose the number of votes received by any candidate; 

 
(8) at the conclusion of the voting the Chair will declare the result of each ballot in 

the following manner, namely a statement of the number of ballot papers (or 
electronic voting equivalent) issued with respect to each ballot, the number of 
formal votes cast in each ballot and the number of votes received by each 
candidate; 

 
(9) the Chair of the meeting at which an election is to be held may conduct the 

election by electronic voting or other means of digital recording of votes in 
order to effect the above provisions; 

 
(10) notwithstanding anything in this rule to the contrary, those voting persons 

present at any meeting at which an election is to be held in accordance with 
this rule may by unanimous resolution waive the application of the foregoing 
provisions and substitute therefor, for that election only, such other method of 
voting that may unanimously be agreed upon. 

 
16.7 (1) The Executive will meet as often as is necessary to conduct its business but at 

least four times in each year. A meeting of the Executive will be convened by the 
Secretary upon request by the President or when three members of the 

Executive consider it necessary. 
 

(2) The quorum at a meeting of the Executive will be eight persons. 
 

(3) An Executive member who is not physically present at an Executive meeting 
may participate in the meeting by the use of technology that allows the 
Executive member and the Executive members present at the meeting to 
clearly and simultaneously communicate with each other. 

 
(4) An Executive member participating in an Executive meeting as permitted 

under clause 16.7(3) is to be taken as present at the meeting and, if the 
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Executive member votes at the meeting, is taken to have voted in person. 
 

16.8 As soon as practicable after being elected or appointed to the Executive, each 
Executive member must become familiar with this Constitution and the Act. 

 
16.9 The Executive is collectively responsible for ensuring that the Committee complies 

with the Act and that members of the Committee comply with this Constitution. 
 

16.10 Executive members must exercise their powers and discharge their duties with 
reasonable care and diligence. 

 
16.11 Executive members must exercise their powers and discharge their duties: 

 
(a) in good faith in the best interests of the Committee; and 

 
(b) for a proper purpose. 

16.12 Executive members and former Executive members must not make improper use of 
 

(a) their position; or 
 

(b) information acquired by virtue of holding their position 
 

so as to gain an advantage for themselves or any other person or to cause 
detriment to the Committee. 

 

16.13 In addition to any duties imposed by this Constitution, a committee member must 
perform any other duties imposed from time to time by resolution at a general 
meeting. 

 
16.14 The Executive will be indemnified from the funds of the Committee in respect of any 

liability that they collectively or individually may incur as a result of any decision taken 
or act made in accordance with their powers pursuant to this Constitution. 

 
16.15 For the purposes of this Constitution, the office of a member of the Executive 

becomes vacant if the member: 
 

(1) dies; 
 

(2) resigns the office in writing addressed to the Secretary; 
 

(3) is removed from office pursuant to clauses 24.3 or 24.4; or 
 

(4) becomes of unsound mind or a person whose estate is liable to be dealt with 
in any way under the laws relating to mental health. 

 

17.  
 

17.1 On any question arising at an Executive meeting, each Executive member present at 
the meeting has one vote. 

 
17.2 A motion is carried if a majority of Executive members present at the meeting vote in 

favour of the motion. 
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17.3 Clause 17.2 does not apply to any motion or question which is required by this 

Constitution to be passed by an absolute majority of the Executive. 
 

17.4 If votes are divided equally on a question, the Chair of the meeting has a second or 
casting vote. 

 
17.5 Voting by proxy is not permitted. 

 
18.  

 

18.1 An Executive member who has a material personal interest in a matter being 
considered at an Executive meeting must disclose the nature and extent of that 
interest to the Executive. 

 
18.2 The Executive member: 

(1) must not be present while the matter is being considered at the meeting; and 

(2) must not vote on the matter. 
 

18.3 Clauses 18.1 and 18.2 do not apply to a material personal interest that exists only 
because the Executive member is a member of the IOC or Chair or Deputy Chair of 
the Athletes’ Commission. 

 
19.  

 

19.1 The Executive must ensure that minutes are taken and kept of each Executive 
meeting. 

 
19.2 The minutes must record the following: 

 
(1) the names of the members in attendance at the meeting; 

(2) the business considered at the meeting; 

(3) any resolution on which a vote is taken and the result of the vote; and 

(4) any material personal interest disclosed under clause 18. 
 
 
20.  

 

20.1 Every Executive member and Secretary must keep the transactions, whether 
complete or incomplete; financial affairs and state of accounts; and, information 
which is confidential or generated for internal management purposes of the 
Committee confidential unless required to disclose them: 

 
(1) in the course of duties as an officer of the Committee; 

 
(2) by the Executive or the Committee in general meeting; or 

 
(3) by law. 

 
20.2 The Executive may require an Executive member, Secretary, auditor, trustee 

committee or commission member or other person engaged by the Committee to 
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sign a confidentiality undertaking consistent with this Constitution. An Executive 
member or Secretary must do so if required by the Executive. 

 
 
21.  

 

21.1 The Executive may grant an Executive member leave of absence from Executive 
meetings for a period not exceeding three months. 

 
21.2 The Executive must not grant leave of absence retrospectively unless it is satisfied 

that it was not feasible for the Executive member to seek the leave in advance. 
 
 
22. POWER OF EXECUTIVE 

 
22.1 Subject to this Constitution, the power, management and control of the Committee 

and any duties not attributed by the Olympic Charter or the Act to the Committee in 
general meeting will be vested in and reside in the Executive, provided that: 

 
(1) Any action taken by virtue of this clause will be recorded in the Minutes of the 

Executive, and 
 

(2) A summary of all major, non-confidential decisions made by the Executive 
between meetings of the Committee will be circulated, in accordance with 
clause 38, to all National Federations and State Organisations within 30 days 
after the meeting at which the decisions were made. 

 
22.2 The Executive may make such By-Laws as are necessary and convenient to give 

effect to this Constitution and the proper conduct of Members and persons 
associated with the Olympic Movement in Australia, provided however that where 
any of such By-Laws are inconsistent with this Constitution then to the extent of such 
inconsistency this Constitution will prevail. As a condition of membership, all 
Members are bound to observe and comply with all By-Laws made by the Executive. 

 
 
23. OFFICE BEARERS 

 
23.1 The office bearers will be the President and two Vice-Presidents who will be elected 

at the annual general meeting first held after an Olympic Games and hold office until 
the conclusion of the annual general meeting first convened after the Olympic Games 
next succeeding their election. 

 
23.2 Nominations for any position as an office bearer may be made by any National 

Federation or State Organisation and will be submitted in writing to the Secretary not 
less than 30 days prior to the annual general meeting. 

 
23.3 In the event that: 

 
(1) There is more than one candidate for the position as President, then such a 

position will be decided by an exhaustive ballot. 
 

(2) The number of candidates for the positions as Vice-Presidents exceeds two, 
then such positions will be decided by separate exhaustive ballots. 
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All of such exhaustive ballots will be in accordance with the rules described in clause 
16.6 hereof as if the same were herein set out in full. 
 

24. CASUAL VACANCIES 
 

24.1 In the event of any vacancy occurring in any of the positions of office bearer, the 
Executive will elect from amongst its members a replacement, which replacement will 
hold office until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting of the Committee. 
At that next annual general meeting the Committee will elect a replacement office 
bearer who will hold office for the balance of the term of the original office bearer s/he 
replaces. Any member of the Executive appointed by the Executive pursuant to this 
clause will be eligible for election by the Committee. 

 
24.2 In the event of any vacancy occurring in respect of any of the members of the 

Executive, other than the office bearers and the Chief Executive Officer, the 
Executive will request from the National Federations their nominations of such 
replacement. 

 
Such nominations will be made within 30 days of the date of posting the invitation 
and the Executive will elect from such nominations the member who will hold office 
until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting of the Committee. At that next 
annual general meeting the Committee will elect a replacement member of the 
Executive who will hold office for the balance of the term of the original member of 
the Executive s/he replaces. Any person elected by the Executive pursuant to this 
clause will be eligible for election by the Committee. 

 
24.3 An office bearer or any other member of the Executive or any person representing 

the Committee on any other body may be removed from office by a vote of a special 
majority at a general meeting of which due notice has been given. 

 
24.4 Any person found to have committed a Doping Offence or an Anti-Doping Rule 

Violation contrary to the Anti-Doping By-Law is ineligible to hold any position on the 
AOC, whether as an office bearer or as a member of the Executive, any Commission 
or Committee or otherwise whilst subject to sanction for that doping offence. 

 
24.5 Any vote that make take place under this clause 24 may be completed by ballot 

paper, show of hands or input into an electronic device (or any other means of 
electronic voting) at the sole discretion of the Chair. 

 
 
25. PRESIDENT 

 
The President will represent the Committee and will chair each meeting of the Committee and 
the Executive. 

 
 
26. TWO VICE-PRESIDENTS 

 
26.1 The two Vice-Presidents will carry out the functions of President in the latter's 

absence or under delegation by the President. 
 

26.2 Should the two Vice-Presidents be unable or unwilling so to act, in the absence of the 
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President, at a meeting of the Committee or the Executive, then the meeting will elect 
from amongst the persons present a Chair of that Meeting. 

 
27. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
27.1 The Executive may appoint a Chief Executive Officer to hold office for the period 

determined at the time of appointment (but not for life) or without specifying a term 
and to hold the position of voting Executive member. 

 
27.2 The Executive, excluding the Chief Executive Officer, may, subject to the 

terms of any employment contract between the Chief Executive Officer and 
the Committee, at any time remove or dismiss the Chief Executive Officer, in 
which event the appointment as voting Executive member will automatically 
cease. 

 
27.3 The Executive, excluding the Chief Executive Officer, may: 

 
(1) confer on the Chief Executive Officer such of the powers exercisable by them, 

on such terms and conditions and with such restrictions as they think fit; and 
 

(2) withdraw or vary any of those powers conferred on the Chief Executive 
Officer. 

 
 
28. SECRETARY 

 
28.1 The Secretary may hold any other office in the Committee. 

 
28.2 The Secretary must:- 

 
(1) perform any duty or function required under the Act or by this Constitution to 

be performed by the Secretary of an Incorporated Association. 
 

(2) maintain the register of members in accordance with clause 30. 
 

(3) keep custody of the common seal in accordance with clause 37. 
 

(4) keep custody of all financial records, books, documents and securities of the 
Committee for at least seven years after transactions covered by the records 
were completed. 

 
(5) keep custody of the Financial Statements submitted to an annual general 

meeting of the Committee for at least seven years after the date of the annual 
general meeting. 

 
(6) subject to the Act and this Constitution, provide members with access to the 

register of members, the minutes of general meetings and other books and 
documents. 

 
(7) give to the Registrar notice of the Secretary’s appointment within 14 days 

after the appointment. 
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28.3 The position of Secretary may become vacant due to: 
 

(1) resignation in writing to the Executive; 
 

(2) retirement; 
 

(3) death; 
 

(4) ceasing to be resident in Australia; or 
 

(5) a direction of the Executive, including without limitation, termination. 
 

28.4 Should the position of Secretary become vacant the Executive must appoint a 
Secretary within 14 days of the vacancy arising. 

 
 
29. COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES 

 
29.1 The Executive may appoint commissions and committees, not necessarily out of their 

number, and delegate to any such commission or committee or to a member of the 
Executive any of its powers, responsibilities and functions, other than: 

 
(1) this power of delegation; or 

 
(2) a duty imposed on the Committee by the Act or any other law. 

 
29.2 The delegation may be set out in a Charter adopted by the Executive for the 

commission or committee or otherwise be in writing and may be subject to such 
conditions and limitations the Executive considers appropriate. 

 
29.3 The Executive may, in writing, revoke a delegation including a Charter for a 

commission or committee, wholly or in part. 
 
 
30. REGISTER OF MEMBERS 

 
30.1 The Secretary will keep and maintain the register of Members in which will be 

entered the full name, address and date of entry of the name of each Member and 
the register will be available for inspection by Members at the address of the 
Secretary. 

 
30.2 Copies of the minutes of the meetings at which elections or replacement of Members 

have taken place, certified as true copies by the President and Chief Executive 
Officer, will be sent to the IOC. 

 
 
31. ORDER OF MERIT 

 
An Award to be known as Order of Merit may be conferred upon any person who, in the opinion 
of the Executive, has achieved remarkable merit in the sporting world, either through personal 
achievement or contribution to the development of sport. 
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32. DISCIPLINE, SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION OF MEMBERS AND INDIVIDUALS 
 

32.1 Where: 
 

(1) a National Federation ceases to satisfy the requirements of clause 7.2; or 
 

(2) a Recognised Organisation (if a Member): 
 

(a) ceases to be affiliated to an International Federation; or 
 

(b) is removed from membership by a vote of a special majority at a 
general meeting of which due notice has been given; or 

 
(3) the International Federation to which such a National Federation or 

Recognised Organisation is affiliated ceases to be recognised by the IOC; 
 

then such Bodies will automatically cease to be a member of the Committee 
from the happening of such events. 

 
32.2 Where a Member breaches this Constitution or any By-Law made pursuant to clause 

22.2, then such Member will be liable to suspension from membership of the 
Committee or such other sanction (including a fine) as the Executive in its absolute 
discretion determines and will also be liable to expulsion from membership of the 
Committee by a special majority at a general meeting. 

 
32.3 Where a person (whether or not a Member): 

 
(1) is found by the Executive to have: 

 
(a) breached this Constitution or any By-Law made pursuant to clause 

22.2; 
 

(b) breached any agreement between that person and the Committee; or 
 

(c) neglected or knowingly jeopardised the interests of the Committee or 
acted in a way which is unworthy of the Committee; 

 
or 

 
 

(2) in the case of a member of the IOC, is found by the IOC to have neglected or 
knowingly jeopardised the interests of the IOC or acted in a way which is 
unworthy of the IOC; 

 
the Executive may in its absolute discretion determine that the person is 
ineligible for membership of or selection in any Australian Olympic Team, 
Australian Olympic Winter Team or any other team selected by the 
Committee or to receive funding from or to hold any position on the AOC for 
such period as the Executive in its absolute discretion determines. 
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32.4 A Member or other person dissatisfied of a decision made in relation to it under 
clauses 32.2 or 32.3: 

 
(1) may appeal to the CAS within 14 days of receiving written notification of the 

decision and may not institute any other form of appeal nor maintain 
proceedings in any other court or tribunal; 

 
(2) surrenders any right they may have to commence proceedings in a court in 

relation to any such dispute or to file any appeal, review or recourse to any 
state court or other judicial authority from any arbitral award, decision or ruling 
issued by the CAS. In particular, and without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing and for further and better assurance notwithstanding that such 
provisions have no applicability, the Member or other person concerned will 
have no right of appeal under Sections 34 and 34A of the Commercial 
Arbitration Act of any Australian States or to apply for the determination of a 
question of law under Section 27J of such Act; and 

 
(3) pursuant to Article 192 of the Federal Code of Private International Law of 

Switzerland, will have no right to appeal to the Swiss Federal Supreme Court 
or any other canton court from any arbitral award, decision or ruling issued by 
the CAS and waives fully any and all actions for annulment in respect of such 
award, decision or ruling. 

 
32.5 The sole grounds of appeal against a decision of the Committee under clause 32.4 are 

that the decision was affected by actual bias or is obviously or self-evidently so 
unreasonable or perverse that it can be said to be irrational. 

 
32.6 Any appeal pursuant to clause 32.4 will be heard by the Appeals Arbitration Division 

of the CAS and conducted pursuant to the Code of Sports-Related Arbitration. The 
CAS will rule on its jurisdiction and has exclusive power to order provisional and 
conservatory measures. The award and decision of the CAS will be final. 

 
32.7 A Member may resign as a member of the Committee by giving 30 days written notice 

thereof to the Secretary, provided that such resignation will not affect the rights and 
duties of the Member up to and including the date of resignation. 

 
 
33. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 

 
33.1 Notice of Dispute 

 
(1) Any Member may give written notice to the Chief Executive Officer of a 

dispute under this Constitution (not being a disciplinary matter within the 
meaning of clause 32) between: 

(a) a Member and another Member; or 
 

(b) a Member or Members and the Committee. 
 
 

(2) The Chief Executive Officer will, as soon as practicable, but within seven 
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days, forward written details of the dispute to the President and all parties to 
the dispute, requiring the parties to meet to discuss and attempt to resolve the 
dispute in good faith, within 14 days of the notice of dispute being forwarded 
to all parties or such other time as the parties agree. 

 
33.2 Dispute referred to mediation 

 
If the parties are unable to resolve the dispute at the meeting referred to in clause 
33.1(2), or if any party fails to attend that meeting, or the meeting does not occur, 
then, unless all parties agree to continue attempts to resolve the dispute in good 
faith, the parties shall proceed to mediate the dispute in accordance with the CAS 
Mediation Rules provided that the mediation must be completed within 30 days of 
the appointment of the mediator. 

 
For the purposes of this clause, the "CAS Mediation Rules" means the mediation 
rules adopted from time to time by the International Council of Arbitration for Sport 
pursuant to the Code of Sports-related Arbitration. 

 
33.3 If the dispute referred to mediation in accordance with clause 33.2 is not resolved, a 

party to the dispute 
 

(1) may apply to the CAS within 28 days of receiving written details of the dispute 
pursuant to clause 33.1(2) and may not institute any other form of application, 
appeal nor maintain proceedings in any other court or tribunal; 

 
(2) surrenders any right it may have to commence proceedings in a court in 

relation to any such dispute or to file any appeal, review or recourse to any 
state court or other judicial authority from any arbitral award, decision or ruling 
issued by the CAS. In particular, and without restricting the generality of the 
foregoing and for further and better assurance notwithstanding that such 
provisions have no applicability, the Member or other person concerned will 
have no right of appeal under Sections 34 and 34A of the Commercial 
Arbitration Act of any of the Australian states or to apply for the determination 
of a question of law under Section 27J of such Act; and 

 
(3) pursuant to Article 192 of the Federal Code of Private International Law of 

Switzerland, will have no right to appeal to the Swiss Federal Supreme Court 
or any other canton court from any arbitral award, decision or ruling issued by 
the Court of Arbitration for Sport and waives fully any and all actions for 
annulment in respect of such award, decision or ruling. 

 
33.4 Any application pursuant to clause 33.3 will be heard by the Ordinary Division of the 

CAS and be conducted pursuant to the Code of Sports-Related Arbitration. The CAS 
will rule on its jurisdiction and has exclusive power to order provisional and 
conservatory measures. The award and decision of the CAS will be final. 

 
 
34. AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 

 
 

34.1 An addition or amendment to or rescission, wholly or in part of, of this Constitution 
may be made at a general meeting by resolution: 
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(1) of which 30 days' notice in writing has been given to the Secretary; 

 
(2) of which a copy of such notice has been forwarded to each voting Member 

and to each Delegate of a voting Body at least 21 days before the general 
meeting; and 

 
(3) which has been passed by a vote of a special majority at a general meeting. 

 
34.2 Amendments to the Constitution, certified as true copies by the President and the 

Chief Executive Officer, will be submitted to the IOC with a request for approval. 
 
 
35. FUNDS 

 
35.1 The funds of the Committee will be derived from sponsorship, licensing, advertising, 

donations, fundraising activities, grants, interest and any other sources approved by 
the Executive. 

 
35.2 All cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, promissory notes and other negotiable 

instruments will be signed by any two of the Executive or officers of the Committee 
authorised so to do by the Executive. 

 
 
36. FINANCE 

 
36.1 The financial year of the Committee will commence on the first day of January and 

end on the thirty-first day of December in each calendar year. 
 

36.2 There will be no annual subscription or fee payable by any member of the 
Committee. 

 
36.3 The Executive must cause the Committee to: 

 
(1) open an account with a financial institution from which all expenditure of the 

Committee is made and into which all of the Committee’s revenue is 
deposited. 

(2) keep written financial records that: 

(a) correctly record and explain its transactions (including transactions 
undertaken as trustee), financial position and performance; and 

 
(b) enable true and fair financial statements to be prepared and audited, 

and must allow a member of the Executive and the auditor to inspect 
those records at all reasonable times. 

 
(3) prepare Financial Statements of the Committee and the annual statement in 

accordance with the Act. 
 

36.4 The Financial Statements of the Committee will be presented by the Chief Executive 
Officer to the annual general meeting of the Committee and circulated to all 
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Members. 
 

36.5 The Executive will appoint an Audit and Risk Committee. 
 

36.6 The Executive must cause Financial Statements of the Committee to be audited at 
least once in each financial year by the Independent Auditor and who will have the 
right to report on such findings at any meeting of the Committee. 

 
36.7 The Independent Auditor will be appointed by the Committee at an annual general 

meeting and will hold office until removal or resignation. The Independent Auditor 
may only be removed by the Committee pursuant to the procedure described in 
section 329 of the Corporations Act 2001 (other than in respect of notification to the 
Australian Securities and Investments Commission and the requirement of the 
Australian Securities and Investments Commission to consent to the Independent 
Auditor’s resignation or its power to make orders). 

 
36.8 In the event that there is a vacancy in the office of Independent Auditor between 

annual general meetings, the Executive will appoint an Independent Auditor to hold 
office until the conclusion of the next annual general meeting. 

 
36.9 The Executive will cause the Financial Statements of the Committee, the 

Independent Auditor’s report thereon and the Annual Report to be posted on the 
website of the Committee. 

 
 
37. SEAL 

 
37.1 The common seal of the Committee will be kept in the custody of the Secretary; 

 
37.2 The common seal will not be affixed to any instrument except by the authority of the 

Executive and the affixing of the common seal will be attested by the signatures 
either of two members of the Executive or of one member of the Executive and of the 
Secretary; 

 
37.3 The Secretary will record the use of the common seal in the minutes of the Executive 

and the seal register of the Committee. 
 
 
38. NOTICE 

 
38.1 Notice may be given by the Committee to any Member either by serving it personally 

or by sending it by post, electronic mail or any other technology at the address shown 
in the register of Members or the address supplied by the Member for the giving of 
notices. Communication other than by means of personal delivery, post, electronic 
mail or any other technology can only be used if the Executive has given its prior 
approval in writing. 

 
38.2 If a Notice is sent by: 

 
(1) post, service of the Notice is deemed to be effected by properly addressing, 

prepaying and posting a letter containing the Notice, and to be effected, on 
the third business day after the date of its posting. A Notice sent by post to an 
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overseas Member must be forwarded by air mail; 
 

(2) facsimile transmission, service of the Notice is deemed to be effected by 
properly addressing the facsimile transmission and transmitting it to the 
number supplied to the Committee for that purpose and to be effected on the 
next business day after the date of its transmission; and 

 
(3) email, service of the Notice is deemed to be effected by properly addressing 

the email address and transmitting it to the address supplied to the Committee 
for that purposes and to be effected on the next business day after the date of 
transmission unless the Committee is advised that the transmission failed to 
send to the addressee. 

 
38.3 The documents to be circulated with the agenda of an annual general meeting 

pursuant to clause 12.5(3) will be deemed to have been circulated if they: 
 

(1) accompany any personal delivery or are enclosed in the same envelope as 
the posting of the agenda; 

 
(2) are an attachment to the electronic mail by which is the agenda is given; or 

 
(3) are available for viewing and downloading by members of the public on and 

from the Committee’s website as and from the time the agenda is given, 
providing the agenda refers to this fact and provides details of the internet 
location of the Committee's website. 

 
 
39. WINDING UP OR CANCELLATION 

 
In the event of the winding up or the cancellation of the incorporation of the Committee and there 
remains after the satisfaction of all its debts and liabilities any property whatsoever the same will 
not be paid to or distributed amongst the Members but will be given or transferred in such manner 
as the IOC may in writing direct and in the event that there is no such direction, such property 
will be given or transferred to some other institution or institutions having objects similar or in 
part similar to the objects of the Committee and which will also prohibit the distribution of its or 
their property among its or their members such institution or institutions to be determined by the 
Members at or before the time of dissolution or in default thereof by the Chief Judge of such 
Court as may have or acquire jurisdiction in the matter. 

 
 
 

AMENDED on 30 April 2022 
and EFFECTIVE immediately 



Attachment “B” 

Award of the Cecil Healy Medallion 
 

The Cecil Healy Award for Outstanding Sportsmanship at an Olympic Games was created in 
August 2018 marking 100 years since the death of the only Australian Olympic gold medal winner 
to be killed in action during World War One. 

The Award relates to Healy’s extraordinary sportsmanship which effectively cost him a gold medal 
at the Stockholm 1912 Games after gold medal favourite, Hawaiian Duke Kahanomoku missed 
his 100m freestyle semi-final due to an apparent mix-up. 

Healy insisted the American be allowed to compete as any gold medal would otherwise be 
tarnished – his stand leading to officials to hold a special semi-final, which included Kahanomoku, 
who went on to win the final with Cecil Healy picking up the silver.  

The inaugural winner of the Cecil Healy Award is decathlete Cedric Dubler, who encouraged his 
Tokyo teammate Ash Moloney in the final stages of the 1500m, denying himself any chance of 
improving his own position. Ash Moloney finished to claim Australia’s first medal in decathlon, a 
bronze.  

Cedric Dubler was nominated by Athletics Australia. A Panel consisting of AOC President John 
Coates, Chef de Mission and AOC Vice President Ian Chesterman and AOC Vice President 
Helen Brownlee had no hesitation concluding Cedric’s act went above and beyond the normal 
expectations of good sportsmanship by an Australian athlete. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment “C” 

Award of the Order of Merit 
 

Dr Helen Nugent AC 
(Awarded at 2021 AGM but not physically presented) 
 
Dr Helen Nugent AC has been an invaluable member of the Australian Olympic Foundation’s 
Investment Advisory Committee since 2011. Her contribution has seen the AOF continue to grow 
and protect the capital base of the AOF while providing sufficient income for the AOC to fund its 
Teams and community programs. 

Dr Nugent’s involvement with the Olympic movement began with her role as a senior executive 
with Sydney 2000 Games Partner Westpac where she had oversight of the company’s Games 
sponsorship. 

She has brought to the AOF all her experience as a Chairperson and Non-Executive Director with 
a background in insurance, banking and energy after an earlier career in academia. 

A graduate of Harvard Business School (MBA with Distinction) currently Chair of Ausgrid and 
former Chair of the National Portrait Gallery, Dr Nugent was made an Officer of the Order of 
Australia in 2004 for services to business, the arts and the community. 

She is currently a Non-Executive Director of IAG, TPG Telecom and the Garvan Institute of 
Medical Research. Previously she has been Chair of Veda Group, the Australian Rail Track 
Corporation, Swiss Re (Australia), Funds SA and Sydney Airport, along with many other 
corporate roles. 

Responsible for managing Westpac’s sponsorship of the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games, Dr 
Nugent pioneered the involvement of Westpac staff, using the Games as a motivational and staff 
engagement vehicle. These initiatives included mobilising the Westpac workforce as volunteers 
as well as staff incentives through ticketing rewards. Importantly, she also recognised the 
opportunities of an Olympic Partnership to drive new business and build valuable and enduring 
business contacts. Her ground-breaking initiatives lifted both business and customer satisfaction. 

Dr Nugent was subsequently engaged by the International Olympic Committee as a special 
advisor for Games Organising Committees as a result of the success of her Sydney 2000 
experience. 

2021 marked the 10th anniversary of Dr Nugent’s generous and invaluable contribution to the 
ongoing success of the Australian Olympic Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dr David Hughes 

Dr David Hughes has been a member of the AOC Medical Commission for the past eight years 
and the Australian Olympic Team Medical Director for Rio 2016 and Tokyo 2020. 

With over 25 years of experience working in high performance sport, David is the current Chief 
Medical Officer of the Australian Institute of Sport. His sport sector experience includes Super 
Rugby, the NRL and English Premier League football. 

His current work focus is on system-wide protocols to optimise athlete health and safety as well 
as ethical and integrity challenges in high performance sport. As well as being the Chair of the 
Federal Government’s COVID-19 Sport and Health Advisory Committee, he is a former President 
of the Australasian College of Sport & Exercise Physicians. 

The systems and processes laid down for the Australian Olympic Team to Tokyo to keep them 
safe are the direct consequence of David’s extraordinary skills and diligence over many months 
leading into the Games and during the Games themselves. 

His assessment of the risks and the mitigation strategies developed to manage them were pivotal 
in our envious record of sending nearly 1,000 athletes and support staff to the Games without 
recording a single positive coronavirus case. 

Importantly, David was able to articulate the risks and strategies to athletes, National Federations 
and indeed the broader community, with such clarity that all were able to gain the confidence 
required for us to succeed. 

 

 

Craig McLatchey OAM 

Craig McLatchey has been a past Secretary-General of the AOC, and he held this critical role 
when the Australian Team enjoyed its greatest moment at the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. His 
expertise was recognised by the IOC when they appointed him to lead the newly formed Olympic 
Knowledge Services back in 2001. 

More recently, Craig has made an extraordinary contribution to ensuring Brisbane secured the 
right to host the 2032 Games. He authored the feasibility study for the Council of Mayors, South 
East Queensland when that group began the quest to bring the Games to Australia again. 

Craig was subsequently engaged by the Queensland Government to assist the Brisbane 2032 
Taskforce complete a Value Proposition Assessment which assessed the costs, benefits and 
legacies a Games in south-east Queensland would bring. 

He was also central to the final pieces of the puzzle with the submission of the detailed 
Questionnaire to the IOC, subsequent presentations to the IOC Future Host Commission and 
Executive Committee - and ultimately the IOC Session in July 2021 at which President Thomas 
Bach announced that Brisbane would host the Games in 2032. 

Simply put, Craig’s expertise and guidance were absolutely vital to the success of Brisbane’s 
candidature and our highest accolade, the Order of Merit is richly deserved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment “D” 

 The Harry Gordon CMG AM Memorial Award for Olympic Journalism 

 

The Harry Gordon Memorial Award recognises excellence in news media reporting at an Olympic 
Games. 

Named in honour of the late Harry Gordon, AOC Historian and doyen of Olympic sports writing, 
the award this year encompassed news coverage of both the Tokyo 2020 Summer Games, held 
in 2021 and the Beijing 2022 Winter Games.  

Judged by an Independent panel, this year’s winner is Chris Reason, Channel Seven for his 
coverage of the Women’s 400m freestyle final in Tokyo – a duel between Australia’s Ariarne 
Titmus and America’s Katie Ledecky.      

The judges commended the story’s focus on the race itself and the reporter’s efforts to 
personalise the achievement beyond the pool deck with family, friends, teammates and 
international reaction.  

Chris Reason is the third winner of the Harry Gordon Memorial Award. Previous winners are Mike 
Colman and Jaquelin Magnay, both of NewsCorp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Attachment “E” 

Nominees 

 
President 

Ian Chesterman AM, B.Com 

Ian Chesterman has been a member of the AOC Executive since 2001 and Vice President since 
2016. Ian has served six times as Chef de Mission of the Australian Team to the Olympic Winter 
Games (1994 to 2018) and was the Chef de Mission of our team to Tokyo. During the past quad, 
Ian was chair of both the Tokyo and Beijing Team Executives, Chair of the AOC and AOF Audit 
and Risk Committees, a member of the Finance Commission and on the Board of the AOF. He is 
a Board Member of the Olympic Winter institute of Australia and Chair of its Audit Committee. Ian 
is a former chief executive and board member of the now Snow Australia. For the past three 
decades Ian has run a sport specialist public relations company he founded in 1988. Ian is a Life 
Member of the AOC and a Guardian of the AOF. In 2019 he was made a Member of the Order of 
Australia for his services to sport and the Olympic movement.  

 

Mark Stockwell OLY DUNIV 

Olympian and triple medallist from 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. QOC Vice President and 
Treasurer. Chair of the Gold Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games Bid and Organising Committee. 
Mayor of the Games Village. Deputy Chair of the ASC and AIS. Chair of the Australian Sports 
Foundation (2014-2021). Chair of the Qld Sports Foundation Ltd. Scholarship to Australian 
Institute of Sport 1982-1984,1987. Bid Committee for 1996 Brisbane Olympics. Inaugural Chair of 
the Swimmers Commission and Board Member of Australian Swimming. Rio 2016 and Tokyo 
2020 AOC (Qld) Team Appeal Chairman. President of the Property Council of Australia, Qld 
Division and served on the National Board. Inaugural Chair of Trade and Investment Qld, Chair of 
Q20. Mark studied at University Queensland, Australian National University and University of 
Florida. Mark received an honorary degree of Doctor of the University from Griffith University in 
2018 and an Australian Sports Medal in 2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Vice Presidents 

Evelyn Halls OLY, B.A, LL.B (Hons) 

Evelyn represented Australia in fencing at the 2000 and 2004 Olympic Games. She was elected 
to the AOC Executive in 2017 and is a member of the Audit & Risk Committee and the Culture 
Remuneration & Nominations Committee. Evelyn served as the Australian Chef de mission for the 
2018 Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires and as Deputy Chef de Mission for the 2020 
Olympic Games in Tokyo. Evelyn was previously Chair of the Australian Fencing Federation. 
Evelyn is currently a member of the Ethics & Integrity Committee of Athletics Australia and was 
formerly an Integrity Commissioner for Cricket Victoria. Evelyn has over 25 years’ experience in 
law and financial services and currently works in a customer fairness role at a major financial 
institution. She was formerly Lead Ombudsman – Banking & Finance at the Australian Financial 
Complaints Authority and a partner at international law firm Herbert Smith Freehills. Evelyn is a 
Graduate of the AICD Company Directors Course. 

 

 

 

Matt Allen AM 

Member of the AOC Executive and Director of the AOF, since 2017. Chair of the AOC Finance 
Commission. Member of the AOF Investment Advisory Committee. Former President and CEO of 
UBS Japan and Regional Treasurer of UBS Asia Pacific. Former Managing Director of Swiss 
Bank Corporation. Second longest serving President of Australian Sailing, 2013 to 2019. Vice 
President 2011-13. Architect of the “One Management” Structure for National Sport Federations. 
World Sailing Council and Equipment Committee Member. Chair of Oceanic and Offshore 
Committee. Four-time overall winner of the Sydney Hobart Yacht Race including in 2017, 2019 
and 2021. Former World Champion 11 Metre Class. Current Australian Offshore Sailing 
Champion. Five-time winner of Ocean Racing Yachts Person of the Year award. Former member 
of Equestrian Australia Board Nomination Committee. Member of the Arbitration Tribunal for the 
35th Americas Cup. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Executive 

Alisa Camplin-Warner AM BIT HonDUniv ECowan GAICD 

Alisa is a purpose led, people orientated, Non-Executive Director and business consultant with 
discerning leadership, management and relationship capabilities. She’s been a passionate long-
term contributor to the Australian Sports System as an Olympic athlete (Aerial Skiing: Gold 2002, 
Bronze 2006), Mentor and Sports Administrator. Alisa has over 15yrs governance experience and 
is currently - Director: Olympic Winter Institute of Australia, Sport Australia Hall of Fame, Royal 
Children’s Hospital Foundation. Prior roles include - Deputy Chef de Mission: 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympic Team, Chair: Australian Sport Foundation, Deputy Chair: Sport Australia, Director: 
Collingwood FC, Performance Manager: 2018 Winter Olympic Team, and Chef de Mission: 2012 
Youth Winter Olympic Team. Alisa spent 16 years as a global executive with IBM and is the 
founder of a successful resilience & high-performance consultancy business across Asia. She 
brings a unique set of skills and perspective, and is known for her integrity, clear and analytical 
thinking, and care for athlete/coach wellbeing and performance. 

 

 

The Hon Mark Arbib 

Mark Arbib is the Director of Strategy & Business Development for Consolidated Press Holdings 
Pty Limited. Mark currently serves as a corporate adviser to the Precision Group and Prezzee e-
gifting. He also serves as a board member for The Upside sports apparel company. Mark is a 
former NSW Senator and Federal Minister for Employment Participation, Sport, Social Housing 
and Assistant Treasurer. He was responsible for co-ordinating the federal stimulus package 
during the global financial crisis. Mark was elected to the Senate in 2007 and served until 2012. 
Prior to Parliament, Mark was the General Secretary for the Australian Labor Party in NSW and 
worked in business development at Bell Potter Securities. Mark served as President of Athletics 
Australia 2015-2021 and on the Australian Olympic Committee since 2016. Mark is a board 
member for the Packer Family Foundation and has served on the Board of the World Anti-Doping 
Authority (WADA) South Sydney Rabbitohs and Sydney FC. In 2012, Mark undertook a 
governance review for the Australian Rugby Union (ARU) which was fully implemented. Mark 
competes in masters athletics, masters surf lifesaving and multiple forms of triathlon. 

 

 

Craig Carracher 

Executive Member of the AOC since 2015. Director of Volleyball Australia since 1996 and 
President since 2013 (also CEO 1996-1999). Director on the board of FIVB, and member of the 
Executive Board of the Asian Volleyball Confederation since 2013.  Board member and former 
President Oceania Zonal Volleyball Association. Chair of Beach Volleyball in Asia and on the 
Beach Volleyball Commission and Volleyball Nations League of the International Federation. 
Chair of the AOC’s Culture Nominations and Remuneration Committee overseeing in 2018 the 
selection of the new CEO and Senior Leadership Team of the AOC, and the oversight of 
implementation of the cultural recommendations of the Ethics Centre. Member of the AOC 
Finance Committee, and member of the AOF Investment Advisory Committee. Founder and 
Executive Chairman of Scape Group, a leading global owner and operator of purpose built 
student accommodation, build-to-rent living, hotels and collaboration spaces.  Former partner of 
Minter Ellison lawyers and Managing Partner in Asia (2001-2005), Group General Counsel and 
led the Asian private equity investments at Consolidated Press Holdings (2005-2009).   

 



Kitty Chiller 

Kitty Chiller has a long and highly distinguished association with the Olympic movement over 
several decades, as an Olympian (Sydney 2000); AOC Media Director (Seoul 1988); Section 
Manager (Atlanta 1996); Deputy Chef de Mission (London 2012) and Chef de Mission (Rio 2016). 
Kitty is a National Federation President (Modern Pentathlon) and sits on the MP International 
Federation (IF) Executive. Kitty has recently been an NSO CEO (Gymnastics Australia 2017-22) 
and remains the Oceania Gymnastics Union President and Gymnastics IF Executive Committee 
member. Kitty is the only Australian to sit on two IF Executive Boards, and those positions, 
combined with her role on the IOC Athletes Entourage Commission, and her extensive Games 
involvement in multiple roles, give her an excellent understanding of the global Olympic 
movement. Kitty has very strong networks and in-depth knowledge of all Olympic sports, along 
with leadership experience within an NF and current, practical and values-based experience in 
integrity matters through her current role as Deputy CEO at the National Sports Tribunal. 

 

Michelle Cooper 

As the first female president of Triathlon Australia, I have led the organisation through one of our 
most successful periods of change and growth in our 40-year history including the implementation 
phase of the Future Operating Model that sees the majority of our sport operate as a single, 
united entity, significantly improving our efficiencies whilst being more financially successful than 
at any other time. I am an Executive Board Member of World Triathlon where I also Chair the 
Sustainability Commission, Development Data Commission and am on the Women’s Committee. 
I am the first female President of Oceania Triathlon where I have re-engaged our region after a 
period of significant decline. I hold degrees in International Business, a Masters in Business 
Administration, additional studies in psychology, change management and human resources. My 
25+ years of experience spans general management to c-suite roles across not-for-profit in the 
education, sport and utilities sectors and in for-profit across the retail, FMCG and agri-business 
sectors. 

 

Catherine Fettell 

Member of the AOC Executive since 2017. Director of AOF. Member of AOC and AOF Audit & 
Risk Committees. Member of AOC Finance Commission. Director of Shooting Australia since 
2011. President/Chair of Shooting Australia since 2012. International Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) Executive Committee Member and Administrative Council Member since 2018. ISSF Sport 
Commission Member since 2019. President, Oceania Shooting Federation (OSF) since 2021. In 
2000cr was awarded the ‘Australian Sports Medal’ by the Australian Government in recognition of 
services to sport (shooting). Previous career - Director, Performance Review, Audit, Risk 
Management and Fraud Control - Australian Overseas Aid Program (AusAID), Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade, Canberra, working in AusAID from 1975. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Amy Jones OLY 

Amy is an accomplished Board Director, MBA graduate, Olympic bronze medallist and was a 
member of the Australian Water Polo team from 2000-2008. She has extensive experience of 
over 13 years in sports governance, serving on the boards of the New South Wales Institute of 
Sport, New South Wales Olympic Council, Water Polo Australia, Australian Women sport and the 
New South Wales Olympians Club. As an advocate for athlete wellbeing and transition, she has 
worked with the AOC since her retirement from the pool to deliver a number of athlete-centric 
initiatives, including the annual Wellbeing Week and engagement series leading into the Tokyo 
2020 Games. She has completed the Australian Institute of Company Directors (AICD) 
governance Foundations for Not-For-Profit Directors course, as well as achieving a Masters of 
Business Administration through the Australian Graduate School of Management (UNSW) and a 
Bachelor of Health Science, Occupational Therapy (UQ). Her private sector corporate experience 
spans business development, strategic marketing and operational oversight. 

 

Michael Murphy 

Michael Murphy has been a Member of the AOC Executive since 2017. He has been the 
Chairman of Diving Australia (DA) since 2014, a member of the DA Board for 14 years, and was a 
National Team Selector spanning both the 2000 and 2004 Olympics. As an athlete, Michael 
competed in both the 1992 and 1996 Olympics, and won two gold medals in the 1994 
Commonwealth Games. He was a four-time World Junior Champion – twice in diving (1991) and 
twice in trampolining (1984). He is currently a Managing Director at Bain Capital where he leads 
the Australian private equity business. Bain Capital is one of the world's leading investment firms 
with over A$200B of assets under management. Michael led the acquisition of Virgin Australia in 
2020, and is a current Board Member of Virgin Australia, Retail Zoo, and Only About Children. He 
has been a private equity investor since 2008 and was a management consultant with Bain & 
Company from 2002 – 2008. Michael received his MBA from Harvard Business School in 2006 
where he was the winner of the Sir Robert Gordon Menzies Scholarship and the Macquarie Bank 
Graduate MBA Scholarship. He also holds a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) and Bachelor of Commerce 
from Bond University. 

 

Elizabeth Scott OAM 

Liz was a member of the gold medal winning Sydney 2000 water polo team and has been 
involved in high performance and club sport for three decades. She was instrumental in 
campaigning for the inclusion of Women’s water polo in the Olympics. Over an impressive 
international career, Liz played in the Italian water polo league, was regularly rated one of the 
leading goal keepers in the world and won a number of World Cup and World Championship 
medals. In the lead up to and after the Sydney Olympics, she developed a successful career in 
PR and media and was an ambassador for Asthma Australia. In the past decade, Liz has been 
actively involved in coaching and managing teams in water polo and rowing in NSW and WA. Liz 
plays an active role in philanthropy and fundraising for sport and the arts. Liz has a Bachelor of 
Sports Science from UNSW, is a qualified Pilates instructor, is a current member of the AOC team 
appeal committee and was awarded an OAM for services to sport.  



Attachment “F” 

Voting Procedures 
President 

Pursuant to clause 23.3(1) of the AOC Constitution, as the number of candidates for the position 
as President, then such a position will be decided by an exhaustive ballot.  

The exhaustive ballot will be in accordance with the rules described in clause 16.6 of the AOC 
Constitution and are as reproduced below. 

 

Vice Presidents 

Pursuant to clause 23.3(2) of the AOC Constitution, as the number of candidates for the positions 
as Vice-Presidents does not exceed two, an exhaustive ballot is not required. However, a voting 
process for the two nominees will still be undertaken. 

 

Members of the Executive 

Pursuant to clause 16.6 of the AOC Constitution, the election of each member of the Executive 
will be decided by an exhaustive ballot. 

The exhaustive ballot will be in accordance with the rules described in clause 16.6 of the AOC 
Constitution and are as reproduced below. 

 

Voting Rules 

The voting rules as pursuant to clause 16.6 of the AOC Constitution are listed below. 

For the 2022 AGM, voting will be by electronic means. Instructions for the electronic voting will be 
provided to delegates prior to commencement of the Meeting. 

1. each voting person will write on the ballot paper (or input into an electronic device or any 
other means of electronic voting prescribed from time to time by the Chair under clause 
16.6(9)), the name of the candidate most preferred. Such votes will then be counted and if 
any candidate receives an absolute majority of formal votes cast, such candidate will be 
elected to office; 

 
2. if no candidate receives an absolute majority of formal votes cast in accordance with 

16.6(1) hereof the candidate who receives the least number will be eliminated provided 
that if a candidate receives no votes, that candidate, together with the candidate who 
receives the least number of votes will be eliminated; 

 
 

3. a further ballot or ballots will then be conducted between the remaining candidates in 
accordance with the rules herein set out until one candidate receives an absolute 
majority of formal votes cast and upon a candidate receiving an absolute majority of 
formal votes cast as aforesaid such candidate will be elected to office; 
 

 
4. if after a ballot has been conducted any two or more candidates receive an equal number 

of votes and it is necessary for one of them to be eliminated then a special ballot will be 
held in accordance with the rules herein set out to decide which of such candidates will be 
eliminated; 

 
 



5. if after a special ballot in accordance with 16.6(4) has been conducted between three or 
more candidates no candidate has received a greater number of votes than the other 
candidates then the Chair will nominate one candidate who will not be eliminated, and a 
further special ballot will be held between the candidates not so nominated to determine 
which of them will be eliminated; 

 
6. if on any ballot between two candidates such candidates receive an equal number of 

votes then the Chair will have a casting vote to decide the issue between such 
candidates; 

 
7. at any time when it is necessary for a candidate to be eliminated the Chair will only declare 

the name of the candidate or candidates to be eliminated and will not disclose the number 
of votes received by any candidate; 

 
8. at the conclusion of the voting the Chair will declare the result of each ballot in the 

following manner, namely a statement of the number of ballot papers (or electronic voting 
equivalent) issued with respect to each ballot, the number of formal votes cast in each 
ballot and the number of votes received by each candidate; 

 
9. the Chair of the meeting at which an election is to be held may conduct the election by 

electronic voting or other means of digital recording of votes in order to effect the 
above provisions; 

 
10. notwithstanding anything in this rule to the contrary, those voting persons present at any 

meeting at which an election is to be held in accordance with this rule may by unanimous 
resolution waive the application of the foregoing provisions and substitute therefor, for that 
election only, such other method of voting that may unanimously be agreed upon. 

 


	AGM 2022 Agenda.pdf
	Agenda and Papers - 2022 AOC AGM.pdf
	AGM 2022 Agenda.pdf
	Attachment A - Explanatory Memorandum - Amendments to the AOC Constitution 2022.pdf
	1 / Changes to the AOC Constitution

	Attachment A - AOC Constitution for 2022 AGM (MARK UP)_.pdf
	Attachment A - AOC Constitution for 2022 AGM (CLEAN) .pdf
	CONSTITUTION OF THE
	1. NAME
	2. DEFINITIONS
	3. INTERPRETATION
	4. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF OLYMPISM
	5. HUMAN RIGHTS SECURED
	6. OBJECTS
	7. MEMBERSHIP
	8. PATRONS
	9. ATHLETES' COMMISSION
	10. STATE ORGANISATIONS
	11. POWERS
	12. GENERAL MEETINGS
	13. VOTING
	14. PROXIES
	15. TECHNOLOGY
	16. THE EXECUTIVE
	22. POWER OF EXECUTIVE
	23. OFFICE BEARERS
	24. CASUAL VACANCIES
	25. PRESIDENT
	26. TWO VICE-PRESIDENTS
	27. CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
	28. SECRETARY
	29. COMMISSIONS & COMMITTEES
	30. REGISTER OF MEMBERS
	31. ORDER OF MERIT
	32. DISCIPLINE, SUSPENSION AND EXPULSION OF MEMBERS AND INDIVIDUALS
	33. GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE
	34. AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
	35. FUNDS
	36. FINANCE
	37. SEAL
	38. NOTICE
	39. WINDING UP OR CANCELLATION

	Attachment B - Cecil Healy Award.pdf
	Attachment F - Voting Procedures.pdf
	Attachment C - Order of Merit.pdf
	Attachment D - Harry Gordon Award.pdf
	Attachment E - Nominees.pdf

	Attachment C - Order of Merit.pdf
	Attachment E - Nominees.pdf



